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Objective
The urban reconstitution of the centrality of
contemporary greater Athens through the redefinition
of pedestrian and vehicular circulation in the city
centre, in the prospect of reinforcing functionality and
the enhancement of quality in public space.
Scope of the competition
To receive architectural proposals for the design of a
major urban ringroad connecting the archaeological
sites and the museums of Athens with vital areas of
contemporary social and economic activities in the city
centre. This competition has two levels. The objective
of the first one is the architectural design of public
space in central Panepistimiou St and Omonia Square
as a wider linear procession connecting Amalias and
Vass Sofias avenues with the Archaelogical museum
in Patission str. That of the second level seeks
typological proposals for the public space in the wider
zone of the intervention.
Reasoning
Nineteenth and twentieth century Athens proposed
monumental streets and imposing buildings in order
to link our era with earlier periods, and up to a point it
was successful, at least in the case of Panepistimiou
St. The ‘trilogy’ of the University, the Academy, and
the National Library is articulated with other important
buildings in a linear continuity from Syntagma
Square to Omonia Square, summing up the urban
concentration of modern times. Its simultaneous
manifestation in the orthogonal axis of Korai St,
from Klafthmonos Square to the Cultural Centre of
the Municipality of Athens identifies the epicentre of
the meeting point which has a political, social, and
historical character. It is on this Panepistimiou St that
the planning and architectural intervention is focused,
with the aim of giving new life to the city centre by
serving as a catalyst for the whole re-articulation of
its antitheses.
Panepistimiou St shall be integrated into
an urban and architectural ring connecting the
promenade among the archaeological sites with the
city’s major archaeological museums and the vital
districts of current cultural and commercial activity.
The linear plaza of new Panepistimiou St and the
surrounding zone from Stadiou to Acadimias street,
will act as capacitor
enabling the restructuring
of the city centre in an orthogonal sense, rippling
from the old commercial triangle towards Kolonaki
and Exarcheia districts. The proposed diversion of
all through traffic and the resulting redefinition of
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land use will play a catalytic role in this functionality
which, in conjunction with a statutory system of
incentives, will target the expansion of the type of
civic activities and their intensification, in terms of
number, origin, and time. In this case, the metaphor
of the capacitor has a literal content, since it depicts a
system of two neighbouring channels between which
insulating material is embedded, with the property of
storing energy to be discharged back into the circuit.
The programme includes the redesign of
Amalias Ave, of the zone between Akadimias St
and Stadiou St, and of Patission St as far as the
Archaeological Museum, adopting the criterion of
pedestrian priority and environmental quality in public
space. Along Panepistimiou St, only one tramline will
operate, day and night, and terminate at Ano Patission
station, accommodating the bulk of traffic load in the
central districts. Omonia Square will be transformed
into a real piazza, through its pedestrianization from
Patission St to Tritis Septemvriou St.
The broader intervention is based on a
program for the diversion of traffic away from the city
centre and the simultaneous reinforcement of public
transport with the end purpose that ‘all roads lead to
the centre’ only when it is their intended destination.
In order to resolve the circulation problem, traffic
flow in Akadimias and Aghiou Konstantinou Sts will be
reversed, creating a small ringroad for traffic in the
central core, and public transport will be preplanned
in order to enhance accessibility to the centre by
means of public transport.
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01 HISTORICAL MORPHOLOGY OF THE CENTRE OF ATHENS
The structure of the city plan
Ancient Athens was one of the most powerful cities
in the wider Mediterranean region and was able to
survive, though losing power, through the centuries
into modern era whereby a regenerated Europe
identified the first culmination of its own past in the
Athenian democracy, in its philosophy and in the arts
and letters of its ancestral peak. The creation of a
free Greece in early nineteenth century was based
on the ideological revival of this idealistic past and
was inevitably accompanied by the establishment of
its capital at the foot of the Acropolis. The first plan
for the new Athens was drawn up in 1832 by two
young architects who had studied in Berlin, Stamatis
Kleanthis and Eduard Schaubert (Fig. 1), and was
revised by Leo von Klenze in 1834 (Fig. 2) giving rise
to the present day structure of its centre.1 (Fig.4)
The city developed to the north of the
Acropolis, leaving free the geographical landscape
(relief) of the Pnyx and Areopagus hills, to the southwest. The town plan had the shape of a triangular
trident with a piazza at the tip – present day
Omonia Square, where Kleanthis and Schaubert had
envisaged the Royal Palace and Klenze the Cathedral.
The remaining two corners of the triangle were also
squares. In that planned to the east, the Royal Palace
was finally built, and later, when social demands
achieved the introduction of a constitution, this plaza
was named Syntagma (Constitution) Square. Since
early 1930s, the Royal Palace has been the seat of
the Parliament and Syntagma Square is ideologically
and physically identified with the Hellenic democracy,
acquiring in its perimeter ministries, splendid hotels,
and large office buildings. The third plaza was never
constructed because, on the intended location,
ancient Kerameikos cemetery had been discovered
in the meantime. Another plaza which developed at
the junction of the median of the triangle with the
hypotenuse - Monastiraki Square - assumed over
time the role of the ‘third’ plaza, thus bringing about
a social imbalance in the capital: on the east was the
palace, the government, and the upper class, on the
west, industry and its workers, while in the middle,
commerce and the middle class developed. In general
terms, this structure has survived to the present era.

The above three plazas are connected
by streets. Syntagma and Omonia, the two most
important plazas of new Athens, are connected
by a system of three ‘boulevards’ Stadiou St,
Panepistimiou St, and Akadimias St, along which
luxurious residential houses were built and intellectual
and cultural institutions were established, later to be
followed by large banks, shops, and offices. On the
central one of these three, Panepistimiou St, three
magnificent neo-Classical buildings were constructed:
the University, the Academy, and the National Library.
The street which forms the western side of
the triangle, with Omonia Square as its startingpoint, leads to Piraeus and is named Peiraios St. This
has always been, and still is, a business street.
The street which is the median of the triangle
and leads from Omonia to Acropolis, Athinas St,
housed commerce and the city’s Town Hall. The
extension of its first parallel, Aiolou St, developed
since midnineteenth century into Patission St, and
led towards the middle-class residential areas. At the
beginning of this street the Polytechnic University and
the Archaeological Museum were built.
Athens underwent significant development
during the twentieth century and extended beyond
the limits of the Attica basin, but in the collective
consciousness it is identified with this triangle that
embraces Acropolis and the archaeological sites,
with Omonia and Syntagma Squares as two strong
culminations. This triangular system was enclosed, at
the beginning of this century, with a long archaeological
promenade connecting Monastiraki Square with the
Ancient Agora, Thiseion, Acropolis, and the Acropolis
Museum, thus shaping a notional and popular ring
which leaves out the ‘missing’ part of the third plaza
and its surrounding residential and business activity
of Peiraios St. During the same period, the system of
the three parallel streets which connect Omonia to
Syntagma absorbed the bulk of the city’s traffic load,
enabling the communication between the districts on
the perimeter. It was in the very same plazas and
streets that in recent years all the metro lines met,
redefining the terms of access to the centre from the
periphery.

Fig. 1. Stamatis Kleanthis and Eduard Schaubert, the plan of the new Athens, 1832.

Fig. 2. Leo von Klenze, the plan of the new Athens, 1834.

On the planning of the new Athens see Eleni Bastéa, The Creation of Modern Athens: Planning the Myth (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2000), and Eleni Bastea, Αθήνα 1834 - 1896, Νεοκλασική πολεοδομία και ελληνική συνείδηση [Athens 1834 - 1896, Neo-Classical
urban planning and Greek consciousness] (Athens: Libro, 2008); Alexander Papageorgiou-Venetas, Hauptstadt Athen: ein Stadtgedanke
des Klassizismus (Deutscher Kunstverlag: Munich 1994) and Alexander Papageorgiou-Venetas, Αθήνα, ένα όραμα κλασικισμού [Athens,
a vision of classicism] (Athens: Kapon, 2001); Leonidas Kallivretakis, ‹Athens in the 19th century: From regional town of the Ottoman
Empire to capital of the Kingdom of Greece› http://www.eie.gr/archaeologia/En/chapter more 9.aspx and Leonidas Kallivretakis, ‹Η Αθήνα
τον 19ο αιώνα: Από επαρχιακή πόλη της Οθωμανικής Αυτοκρατορίας, πρωτεύουσα του Ελληνικού Βασιλείου [Athens in the 19th century:
from provincial town of the Ottoman Empire to capital of the Kingdom of Greece]› http://www.eie.gr/archaeologia/Gr/chapter more 9.aspx
1
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Fig. 4. The centre of Athens, view from the north (photograph: N.D., www.greekscapes.gr).

Fig. 3. The centre of Athens, view from Omonia towards Syntagma
Photo Niko Danielidis, property of Pisteos Bank (DF)
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Omonia Square
The plaza of Omonia is in fact square in shape, but
in the collective consciousness of late twentieth
century Athenians, it was conceived as circular. It
was the most important traffic hub in the city, with
its characteristic round-about, designed in 1960 by
the architect Costas Bitsios and the sculptor Yorgos
Zongolopoulos, with a large fountain in its central
hexagon (Fig. 5). A modern underground electric
railway station was constructed in its basement,
occupying the whole area of the plaza and enabling
safe crossing and commercial transactions.
When the plaza was re-designed at the
beginning of this century following an international
architectural competition, it lost its circular shape
(Fig. 6), and disappointed many Athenians who
remembered the old plaza with its neo-Classical
hotels, its horse carriages and its trees (Fig. 7), but
mainly its ‘Neon’ cafe, frequented by literary artists.
This coffee-shop, painted emblematically by Yannis
Tsarouchis (Fig. 8), a painter of tradition and temps
perdu, was restored in 2009, but soon closed, in
2010, succumbing to the new composite crisis which
struck the whole of the city centre.
The present-day plaza has a surface layout
that serves well the movement of pedestrians, as
opposed to the old, inhospitable round-about, while
at the same time it invites one to the view of the
Acropolis, in the direction of the axis of Athinas St,
but in the collective consciousness of the Athenians
it is experienced with total disdain. Omonia Square
has always been the meeting-point of the working
class, people from the provinces, internal migrants
and of the lower middle classes. It was the plaza
for political meetings and boisterous rejoicings after
sports events. The plaza was also frequently the
scene of other, ‘unofficial’ meetings and transactions,
which have been recorded eloquently by writers such
as Yorgos Ioannou and Philippos Philippou.2 Since
2004, the metro lines have increased to two and
the possibilities for a meeting in the plaza are much
greater. However, with the advent of the city center
crisis already evolving over the last 20 years, and the
simultaneous rise in foreign immigration, the plaza
has reached a state where more than half of its
buildings are closed and it is a favorite meeting-point of
cultures, including tourists, immigrants, drug addicts,
and social groups with a high degree of criminality literally the Other of the official capital.

Omonia Square is included in the first level
of intervention of the architectural competition. This
is where Panepistimiou St will terminate, without any
motor vehicles. Hence, a large part of it, where the
Neon cafe is situated, will be dedicated to pedestrians.

Fig 5a View of Omonia Sq. during the midwars period (ca 1932) Photo: Periklis Papachatzidakis
© Benaki Museum (cat. number ΦΑ_2_1624)
Fig. 5b. Omonia Square in 1961.

Yorgos Ioannou, Ομόνοια 1980 [Omonia 1980], with photographs by Andreas Belias (Athens: Kedros, 1980), and Philippos Philippou,
Ομόνοια 2000, Ταξίδι στον ομφαλό της γης [Omonia 2000, journey to the navel of the earth], with photographs by Stratos Kalafatis (Athens:
Agra, 2000).
2
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Fig. 7. Omonia Square in the early twentieth century.
Fig. 8. Yannis Tsarouchis, The ‹Neon› Café by Night, 1965 - 66 (Athens National Gallery).

Fig. 6. Omonia Square today.
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Syntagma Square
At the other end of Panepistimiou St, Syntagma Square
represents the official side of the city. As of 2004, two
lines of the metro meet in this plaza, joined by a tram
line. Syntagma Square, like Omonia, was re-designed
following an international architectural competition,
but retained its original rectangular structure, a high
percentage of greenery and open-air recreation. Tall
buildings rise up all around it, most of them belonging
to the second half of the twentieth century. Its highest
elevation is dominated by the Parliament and the
monument to the Unknown Soldier situated in front
(Figs 9 – 11a). On its left, the “Grande Bretagne” is
one of the oldest and most aristocratic hotels in the
city centre. Between these two buildings, Vasilissis
Sophias starts out, one of the city’s most important
avenues, with major embassies, important ministries,
and large museums situated along its route. Vasilissis
Sophias Ave links the city centre with the northern
and eastern districts and the high-class suburbs.
Between the Parliament and the square,
Amalias Ave terminates, connecting the centre with
the south-eastern districts and the seaside suburbs
(Fig. 12a).
In the collective consciousness of the
Athenians, Syntagma Square is associated with
important political events, political gatherings,
massive demonstrations (Figs 11b-12b), as well as
with major festivals such as the one of New Year ’s
Eve. This is where Athenians who have just done their
shopping in the shopping malls of the city centre meet
up with tourists and employees of the surrounding
offices and ministries. As opposed to Omonia square,
Syntagma is the city’s most official because it is
characterized by intense activity. The major flow of
motor traffic from Stadiou St to the south, and from
Vasilissis Sophias and Amalias Aves from and to the
north, the east and the south contribute to this.
Syntagma Square is not included in the
primary intervention of the architectural competition,
since the present state of the plaza is to be retained.
Nevertheless, the interruption of the motor traffic
in Panepistimiou St and its reduction in Vasilissis
Sophias and Amalias Aves, at least over the section
which is adjoining the plaza, shall have considerable
benefits for the surrounding area, indirectly rendering
it part of the intervention.
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Fig. 9. View of the Palace from the western side of Syntagma Square, early twentieth century (ca 1920)
© Neohellenic historical collection Konstantinos Tripos, Benaki Museum (cat number 142.2578)
Fig. 10. The House of Parliament seen from the centre of Syntagma Square, at the present time.
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Fig. 12a. The relation between Syntagma Square, the monument for the Unknown Soldier and the House of Parliament.
Amalias Ave passes between the plaza and the monument and heads towards Panepistimiou St on the left.

Fig. 12b. Demonstration in Syntagma Square on March 25th 2011 (Photo: Eleftherotypia newspaper)
Fig 11.a Syntagma sq (ca 1895) showing hotel Victoria and Koromila Mansion, Photo: Romaidis Bros
© Benaki Museum (cat. number: ΦΑ_1_946)

Fig. 11b. Demonstration in Syntagma Square on March 25th 1943 (ΚΜ).
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Panepistimiou St
Panepistimiou St links Omonia Square with Syntagma
Square and is generally considered the most
imposing street of modern Athens. Panepistimiou
was part of the original plan for the new Athens, as
drawn up by Kleanthis and Schaubert, but, mainly,
as transformed by Leo von Klenze. It is, therefore,
the bearer of all the compositional characteristics that
their innovative view imposed on the geographical
and historical morphology of the capital. Kleanthis’
and Schaubert’s plan elevated its parallel Stadiou St
into an axis linking the two plazas occupying present
day Omonia and Syntagma (Fig. 13), in this plan
however, Panepistimiou str. was only a secondary
street. In the place of today’s ‘trilogy’ only a local
market was scheduled. Klenze’s plan retained the
general geometry of the three axes radiating from a
central plaza, but introduced structural changes into
the urban organization and the layout of the basic
buildings, thus changing the capital’s ideological
composition (Fig. 14). Present-day Panepistimiou
was at the time constructed parallel to Stadiou St,
as the outmost perimeter street of the city plan. In
the outer side of this promenade, only one building
complex was planned, the so-called ‘trilogy’, that
included the ‘University’ building, the ‘Library and
Academy of Sciences’ building and the ‘Academy of
Arts’ building. The axis of symmetry of this building
complex materialized into a linear plaza with a double
line of trees, that is, into a kind of boulevard between
Panepistimiou and Stadiou, which was occupied
by today’s Korai St. The current organization
of public space from Omonia to Syntagma and
from Panepistimiou to Stadiou, culminating in the
monumental relation between the two plazas and
the ideological identity of the buildings on the axis
of Korai St, is the work of Leo von Klenze, and has
remain unchanged to the present day.
Nevertheless, the form of the city had not
yet been finalized. The positioning of the Palace on
the site of today’s House of Parliament, in 1837, was
of decisive importance for the shaping of the city
centre, because it was accompanied by the revision
of the city plan in front of the Palace, assigning a
definitive shape to Syntagma Square, to the turn of
Panepistimiou St towards Amalias Ave and the Temple
of Olympian Zeus (Fig. 15). In the following years,
many important buildings, apart from the Academy,
the University, and the Library were constructed along
Panepistimiou st, such as the Catholic Church of St
Denis, the Arsakeion School, and the Eye Hospital.
These were projects undertaken by Greek and foreign

eminent architects , such as Christian Hansen,
Theophil Hansen, Leo von Klenze, Friedrich von
Gärtner, Ernst Ziller, and Lysandros Kaftantzoglou.
Within a few years, Panepistimiou St, the widest street
of the city centre, was transformed into a grandiose
monumental axis which soon left Stadiou St in second
place. Paintings and photographic depictions of early
twentieth century have eloquently captured this
splendor (Figs 16 - 19).
Due to its functional correlation with the
Palace, renewed through its conversion into the House
of Parliament during the mid-War years, the spacious,
imposing, classical yet modern at the same time
Panepistimiou str became the scene of official parades
and numerous demonstrations, both relating to the
exercise of political power, and so acquired a distinct
identity in the collective consciousness of the citizens.
At the same time, the street carried, over the years,
the major burden of accommodating motor traffic in
the city centre and became a central artery (Fig. 20).
It was, and still is, difficult for anyone visiting Athens
to leave without the image of Panepistimiou str in his
memory.
Also memorable is the construction of many
magnificent buildings along its borders, such as the
Schliemann residence, the central building of the
Bank of Greece, the Archaeological Society building,
the Army Share Fund, the “Rex” Cinema, hotels, and
famous cafes, such as the Panellinion and Zonar’s
(Figs 21 - 23). One way or other, Panepistimiou St
developed into the principal symbolic and functional
axis of the city, and as a consequence, over time, it
was burdened with all the problems of heavy traffic
load, thus losing a great part of its old magic (Fig.
24).
Most striking in this evolution is the
contradiction between the elements that keep the
past alive and those that replenish it with optimism for
the future. Post-War Athens was in search of all those
pleasures which the city’s modernization promised.
Many buildings, mainly old stately mansions, were
rebuilt in order to house offices and other related
activities; other buildings were reconstructed and
acquired more floors, their elevations were adorned
with illuminated signs and advertising billboards and
at street level, buses, trolleys, and cars literally took
over the road, allowing pedestrians to cross only
at traffic-lights. If all this seemed like a magical,
modern, and optimistic world in 1960, the exact
opposite, that resembled a nightmare, came about a
few years later, with traffic congestion, the pollution

of the environment, and the massive trend of the
newly-built. The 1960s and ‘70s aesthetic, spare,
industrial, and ostentatiously ‘contemporary’, was
very soon rejected in favor of a nostalgic return to
the past, nurtured at that time by the rapid rise of
postmodern ideas of the international scene.
The compilation of the new Regulatory Plan
in the early 1980s was directed by the same spirit.
The information booklet issued by the Ministry
of Planning, Housing and the Environment, to
promote the new Plan, had as title ‘Athens should
become Athens once again’, while its cover had an
emblematic image of the proposed pedestrianization
of Panepistimiou, at its junction with the new
Santaroza plaza. The traffic-jammed Panepistimiou
has now been filled with trees and its roadway was
handed over to pedestrians, while the sole means
of transportation was the environment-friendly tram
(Figs 25 - 26). The Regulatory Plan of Athens became
a law on 18 February 1985 and is still in force.
Included in its provisions are important regulations
many of which have been implemented, while others
are still pending. Among its «specific guidelines» is
the «qualitative enhancement of the capital», which
began with the «unification and highlighting of
major historical sites and the highlighting of axes of
historical importance, such as the Sacred Way and
Panepistimiou St».3 Consequentially, according to
the current law, Panepistimiou is a pedestrian way
whose construction is still pending, in the interior of a
peripherally closed but «primary road network».
In the years that followed since 1985, many
of the projects envisaged by the Regulatory Plan have
been completed, in conjunction with the protection of
the Plaka district and the pedestrian roads which have
given shape to a new situation in the centre of the
city. The pedestrianization of Apostolou Pavlou and
Dionysiou Areopaghitou Sts and the completion of
the new Acropolis Museum, along with other projects
for the upgrading of public space as designed within
the framework of the unification of the archaeological
sites, gave to the city centre a functional and aesthetic
character that is more citizen-friendly. This was
proven by the wide acceptance of the projects by the
citizens. At the other end of the city, at the functional
interconnection of Omonia and Syntagma squares,
the problems have intensified in various directions,
such as dense motor traffic, political contestation,
social confrontation and a major economic crisis. The
crucial issue of the pedestrianization of Panepistimiou
arises again today imperatively, both at the level
3
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of the exercise of political power and at that of the
ordinary citizen.
The whole of Panepistimiou St is included in
the primary area of intervention of the architectural
competition, together with Dikaiosynis Square, the
pedestrian part of Korai St, and the public space which
surrounds the trilogy of the University, the Academy,
and the National Library.

Law 1515/85, Official Journal of the Hellenic Republic 18A, paragraph 2.5.
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Fig. 13. Extract from the plan of Athens of Kleanthis and Schaubert, at
the notional connection of today›s Omonia (lower left) and Syntagma
(upper right) Squares. The plazas are linked by present day Stadiou St.
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Fig. 14. Extract from the plan of the new Athens by Leo von Klenze. Today›s relation between Omonia
and Syntagma Squares and Stadiou and Panepistimiou Sts can be clearly recognized, as well as the
monumental relation of the trilogy of intellectual institutions with Korai St and Klafthmonos Square.
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Fig. 16. The Academy, the University, and the Library in the early 20th century.
Fig. 17. Panepistimiou St in an oil painting by Pavlos Mathiopoulos in the early 20th century.

Fig. 15. Plan of the layout of the space of the present-day Syntagma
Square in front of the Palace, by the Bavarian Captain Hoch, in 1837.
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Fig.18 The National Library, the University and the Academy (ca 1912-1950), Photo: Periklis Papachatzidakis
© Benaki Museum (cat number: ΦΑ_2_2619)
Fig 19a Open air bookshop on Panepistimiou, in front of the National Gallery (ca 1912-1950) photo Periklis Papachatzidakis
© Benaki Museum (cat number: ΦΑ_2_2619)
Fig. 19b. The forecourt of the University in the early 20th century (ca 1925) photo: Dimitri Yangoglou
© Neohellenic historical collection Konstatinos Tripos, Benaki Museum (cat number Φακ.17.16/_DSC4199)

Fig. 19c. Panepistimiou St from the forecourt of the University and view towards Korai St in 1924 (ahead).
In the background is the old Ministry of Finance, which was demolished, in Klafthmonos Square.
© Neohellenic historical collection Konstatinos Tripos, Benaki Museum (cat number Φακ.16.2893)
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Fig. 21. The Archaeological Society on the corner of Omirou and
Panepistimiou Sts (architect: Ioannis Axelos - demolished in 1958).
(KM)

Fig. 22. The Schliemann residence on Panepistimiou St (architect:
Ernst Ziller).

Fig. 23. Hotel on the corner of Emmanouil Benaki and Panepistimiou Sts.

Fig. 20.a Panepistimiou St from the corner of Voukourestiou just 100 years earlier (ca 1911)
© Neohellenic historical collection Konstatinos Tripos, Benaki Museum (cat number Φακ.17.2034/_DSC4184)

Fig. 20.b Panepistimiou St from Omonia in the 1930s. (ca 1912-1950).To the left “REX” Cinema can be seen, photo: Periklis Papachadjidakis
© Benaki Museum (cat number ΦΑ_2_1246)

28

29

Fig. 24. Panepistimiou St today from the turn to Syntagma Square. Contemporary shot from approximately
the same point as in Fig. 20b, but at a greater height. (MCP)

Fig.25. The proposals for the pedestrianization of Panepistimiou in 1983.
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Fig. 26. The proposals for the pedestrianization of Panepistimiou in 1983.

31

Amalias Avenue
Amalias Ave is a unique avenue in modern Athens.
It originates between the House of Parliament and
Syntagma Square and heads south, where it meets
Syngrou Ave, which leads in a straight line to Faliro
- that is, the sea. Unlike the straight line of Syngrou
Ave, Amalias Ave has a slight curve, which is reversed
from a certain point onwards. It is one of the city’s
broadest avenues and, moreover, it has buildings only
on its western side. Along the avenue’s eastern side
is the National Garden, originally the Royal Gardens,
constructed under the supervision of Queen Amalia
in mid nineteenth century, followed by the garden of
the Zappeio exhibition hall, and from the point of the
reversal of the curve, the archaeological site of the
Temple of Olympian Zeus and of the new city of the
Roman era. The pronounced curvature of the avenue
is due to the existence of the temple and, more
particularly, the Gate of Hadrian, which is in contact
with the road surface. This gate is a triumphal arch
constructed in the second century in honor of the
Emperor Hadrian and which, as its inscription states,
outlined the city of Theseus on the west from the
city of Hadrian on the east. Amalias Ave is actually
a physical boundary expressing the city’s history in
space and time.
Further down to the west of the Gate of
Hadrian, Amalias Ave meets Dionysiou Areopaghitou
St, which separates the archaeological site of the
Acropolis from the built up Makriyanni district, where
the new Acropolis Museum was recently erected.
Dionysiou Areopaghitou, which continues beyond
Acropolis as Apostolou Pavlou St and extends as far
as the Thiseion area, was part of the program for
the unification of the archaeological sites and was

pedestrianized ten years ago, thus converting a busy
traffic hub into one of the most pleasant and most
popular walks in the city. Looking down at the city
from above, we notice that the curvilinear course
of Apostolou Pavlou and of Dionysiou Areopaghitou
among the hills of the ancient city is continued by
Amalias Ave which, reaching from the south-west,
comes to meet the triangle of the neo-Classical
city, defined by Omonia Square to the north and by
Peiraios and Panepistimiou Sts. Thus a ring is formed,
embracing morphologically the new and the old centre
of Athens.
Amalias Ave is a road which provides the
buildings on its western front with an ideal view
towards the east and south, though it is burdened by
heavy traffic. According to the new traffic guidelines
of this competition, which exclude vehicles from
Panepistimiou St, Amalias Ave will be receiving
from the incoming side of Syngrou Ave only public
transport vehicles and local traffic, while discharging
towards Syngrou Ave in the opposite direction all
vehicles coming from Stadiou and Philellinon Sts.
Consequently, a reduction is possible in the road
cross section and the dedication of a part of it to
the exclusive use of pedestrians, particularly along
the section from Philellinon St to Syntagma, so that
the promenade of Dionysiou Areopaghitou continues
towards Panepistimiou, and the quality of the public
space and the relation of the city with the gardens
and the archaeological site are improved. For that
purpose, Amalias Ave is included in the architectural
competition, and its section from Filellinon str to
Panepistimiou is an additional section of the primary
intervention.

Fig. 28. Amalias Ave in the mid 20’s (ca 1925)
© Neohellenic historical collection Konstatinos Tripos, Benaki Museum (cat number : Φακ.143.139/_DSC4732)

Fig. 29. Amalias Ave today at its junction with Vasilissis Olgas Ave, which
is to be pedestrianized, with a view towards Lycabettus Hill.(MCP)

Fig. 27. Amalias Ave in the early 20th century (ca 1900)
© Neohellenic historical collection Konstatinos Tripos,
Benaki Museum (cat number 143.4523/_DSC4737)
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Fig. 30. Painter Pavlos Mathiopoulos’ After the rain in Vassilissis Sophias (ca 1900), oil on canvas, 50X85cm
(K.586 National Gallery- Koutlidis Foundation)
Fig. 31. Vasilissis Sophias Ave (at that time Kifissias St) in the early 20th century (ca 1905)
© Neohellenic historical collection Konstatinos Tripos, Benaki Museum (cat number Φακ.144.182/_DSC4745)

Vasilissis Sophias Avenue
Vasilissis Sophias Ave begins from the junction of
Panepistimiou St with Syntagma Square, to the side
of the House of Parliament. It is without doubt a
prominent avenue with imposing buildings. The traffic
guidelines of the competition state that vehicles will
not be permitted along the section from Panepistimiou
St to Akadimias St, while in the opposite out-bound
direction, two traffic lanes will be retained, for motor
traffic and public transportation. This section of
Vasilissis Sophias Ave is included in the competition’s
primary intervention, in order to highlight the entrance
to the domain of pedestrian priority with yet another
civic plaza located between the House of Parliament
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Fig. 32. Vasilissis Sophias Ave today (ΜCP).
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Patission St
Patission St, which is officially called 28 Oktovriou
St, is a linear continuation northwards of Aiolou St,
that is, one of the most important streets in the new
Athens, which begins from the Tower of the Winds,
in the Plaka district, and crosses the old commercial
centre until it meets with Panepistimiou St.
Patission St followed the nineteenth century
extension of the city towards the North leading to the
Patissia district. While on a center-bound direction
its rectilinear layout highlights the Erechtheum and
the Parthenon on the Acropolis (Figs 33 - 34). The
first section of the street, from Panepistimiou to
Stournari St, is narrower and has office buildings
and shops on both sides. After Stournari St, the
road widens significantly. At precisely this point,
the Polytechnic and the Archaeological Museum
were built in a late neo-Classical style, during the
second half of nineteenth century. There are many
noteworthy buildings on this wider part of Patission,
which extends as far as Aghiou Meletiou St. The most
important ones are situated in close vicinity to the
Museum, but further away from the Athens University
of Economics and Businessand Kodringtonos St, both
sides of Patission St bear apartment blocks with
typical urban typology and shops on the ground floor.
From Aghiou Meletiou onwards, Patission St narrows
down again, resembling its outset.
The traffic guidelines of the competition
state that the section of Patission St ranging from
the Archaeological Museum to Stadiou St, will be
receiving only public transportation, while the rest of
the road area will be dedicated to pedestrian use. In
its wide section, a significant part of the road area
can be dedicated to pedestrians, enhancing public
space quality and highlighting the civic character of
the road. For this purpose, Patission St is included
in the architectural competition, and is part of the
primary intervention, from Panepistimiou str to the
Archaeological Museum, i.e. until the Ipirou junction.
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Fig. 33. Patission St in the early 20th century. The Acropolis is in the background.(ca 1910)
© Neohellenic historical collection Konstatinos Tripos, Benaki Museum (cat number Φακ.22.α/_DSC4245)
Fig. 34. Patission St today, from approximately the same point. The Acropolis can be seen in the background (ΜCP).

37

02

THE CONTEMPORARY CENTRE OF ATHENS

STRATIFICATION AND RECONSTITUTION OF THE CENTRALITY
The stratification of the centre
Athens, in the minds of Greeks and of the world,
is identified by the infamous landmark that is the
Acropolis, which is the city’s symbolic epicenter.
Its presence, whether named or latent, symbolizes
‘Athens’ just as well in the mind of the Athenians, the
tourists and the immigrants. This symbolic centrality
has increased by the archaeological sites which
developed in its concentric surroundings shaping
the recognizable background of its historic identity,
from the ancient Agora to the Temple of Olympian
Zeus and from the Theseum to the Plaka district, thus
combining the ancient, the Byzantine and the modern
city. This is precisely the area where the vast tourist
activity of Athens converges onto.
To the north of the Acropolis, in the denselyfilled intervening space between Omonia Square and
to Monastiraki Square, extending from Peiraios St to
Stadiou St and marginally as far as Panepistimiou,
the commercial activity of nineteenth and twentieth
century Athens has flourished. This centre involves
a variety of commerce qualities, very disparate
from each other, and is still ‘vibrant’ though steadily
declining and intrinsically changing, mainly due to
structural reasons, which have intensified by the
recent social and economic crisis. It is still the ‘centre’
but it is anticipated that it will gradually move in
another direction, in the same way that the economic
geography of Athens is changing, by combining old
and new uses, such as residential and cultural.
Unlike the old commercial centre, the
contemporary city has its most active elements
assembled in a three-lobed dynamic shape,
extending from Vasilissis Sophias and Amalias
Avenues towards Syntagma Square and following
the axis of Panepistimiou turns into Patission St,
as far as the Polytechnic and the Archaeological
Museum. In the interior of this dynamic centre
political economic and intellectual power converge,
joined by strong commercial and cultural activities,
large offices and expensive housing, along traffic
axes adequately serviced by public transport and
preferred by major political rallies. The Presidential
Residence, the Prime Minister’s office, the House of
Parliament, many ministries and other important
state mechanisms, such as the Council of State and
the General Accounting Office, the Bank of Greece,
the headquarters of most banks, museums, the
Polytechnic University and the National University, the
National Library, the Academy, the French, British and
American Embassies, hotels, the Athens Concert Hall,
cinemas, theatres, central bookshops, department
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stores, cultural foundations, large emblematic
hospitals, monumental streets and plazas which host
parades and major demonstrations – all of the above
identify the strength of contemporary Athens, the
domain where decisions are made and circumstances
concerning the whole city and the Nation at large are
formulated.
As a counterpoint to this dynamic centre,
which extends from the north to the east and south,
the western side of the new Athens plan, extending to
the west of Tritis Septemvriou St, a linear density of a
centre has taken shape; in this, housing, commerce,
manufacturing, culture, and recreation co-exist in
various densities and horizontal dispersion. The
activities are relatively dense and a large part of them
is addressed to groups defined by culture or ethnicity,
with a relatively high percentage of housing occupied
by non-Greeks. This western arc is a lively and
strongly centralized zone which gives shape to the
social and cultural ‘alter ego’ of the dynamic centre,
and exemplifies, in the direction towards Piraeus,
the cultural refurbishment of industrial and workers’
buildings stock, in progress since the 90’s.
The multidimensional centrality complex is
embraced by districts with appreciable differences
with regard to the social, economic, and cultural
composition of their residents, but are equally central
in the scale of the Attica basin, such as Exarcheia,
Thiseio, and Kolonaki, the edges of Pankrati and
Kypseli, the area around Viktorias Square, and
Metaxourgheio. These districts supply large parts of
the centre with day-to-day vitality.
The differing centralities which generate the
concentration of the centre of Athens express differing
accounts of the relations co-existing and overlapping
within the same geographical entity. In what seems
to be one unified centre below the Acropolis, there
are in fact many centers which are, moreover,
distinct. In Athens, a multi-centred unity exists and
this is probably natural and to be expected, that is,
it is inherent to the functions of centrality identified
in most European cities. This dynamic situation
characterizes the field of ‘encounter’ of the opposing
forces which constitute a megalopolis, in a social
economic and cultural sense. The vivacity and charm
of the centre can be identified in the multidimensional
succession of its constituents and in the composite
character of its differences. The centre is not, nor
can it become, isotropic and homogeneous, but it
can become the common reference ground whereby
the collective consciousness of the community

Fig. 35. The stratification of the centre of Athens (MCP).
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recognize its identity, on condition that this identity decline, having lost its cohesive function in the city.
has incorporated elements of society’s contemporary Furthermore, the residual gap of the centre inevitably
complexity and its intercultural make-up.
attracts all those activities that can develop more
easily in it, thus shaping the reverse of a city. The
The urban reconstitution of centrality
social and cultural restructuring of the real population
The problem of the centre, insofar as there is a common of the capital, in which different communities are
problem, is not the result of its invasion or occupation now resident, has undoubtedly contributed to this
by ‘alien’ forces, as is often said in the ideologically situation.
charged discussions among citizens and in mass
The converging view is that we need a centre
media. It is the result of its gradual abandonment and to which we collectively attribute the identity of our
conscious mutation, on the initiative and according to city. The return to the city centre will of necessity refer
the will of its residents themselves, who have sought to this centre, and will be based on the conservation
a better tomorrow elsewhere and of the statutory highlighting and reinforcement of those constituent
support or even instigation of the state. It is also features which today make up the stratification of the
the result of geographically and structurally broader centrality. The crisis of the centre can be reversed by
changes over the whole spectrum of economy. The an array of combined interventions that will strengthen
residents’ departure and the dwindling of commerce, residential occupancy within the commercial triangle,
which was followed by a gradual withdrawal of thus creating a new central suburb which will sustain
services by the public and private sector, has left the old declining business activities and will introduce
an ever-increasing gap, which cannot be ‘filled’ by new ones, boosting its dynamic. The strategic goal is
history and recreation alone. What seemed to be the the conservation of a multidimensional functionality.
core of the strong commercial centre 30 years ago It is not, therefore, a question of a revival of the past.
- the commercial triangle between the Syntagma, The desideratum is to generate favorable conditions
Omonia, and Monastiraki squares - is now in steady for the establishment of multiple land uses which

Photo by Nikos Karanikolas
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will create a denser economy, commerce, recreation,
artistic and manufacturing production, residential
use and its related services, on the premise of
social stratification. At the same time, the building,
environmental, and cultural ecosystem of the centre
will emerge as a single unity.
The civic nature and the identity of the centre
must be identifiable by wider social levels and must
possess an economic, aesthetic and educational
function. Under this perspective the city centre must
be endowed with the quality of a multicentred unity
that transcends the functional and geographical
segregation of the ‘commercial triangle’ or the ‘historic
centre’ and enables the city to expand towards the
new metropolitan scale of the capital, dispersing the
concentric circles around Acropolis. The consolidation
of the centre will be dispersed in areas, axes, and
epicentres redefining its geography and re-composing
its centrality in the contemporary metropolitan
dimension. This more general framework involves the
upgrading of public space, the functional reconnection
of archaeological sites with the contemporary city, the
protection, restoration, highlighting the architecture
of buildings and complexes belonging to the modern

architectural heritage, the strengthening of urban
green, the environmental design, and proposals for
the multicultural re-composition of the centre.
Included in this broader framework is
the urban and architectural intervention for the
re-planning of the city along the axis of Panepistimiou
St, which operates as a condenser, in the prospect of
completing the ring that connects the archaeological
sites with major museums and the vital areas of
contemporary cultural and commercial activity.
By connecting the two large plazas, Omonia and
Syntagma squares, Panepistimiou St is placed in
charge of the commercial triangle and can serve as
the strategic mediator for the superposition of varying
densities of centrality which develop in parallel, and
most importantly at right angle to its axis. It is
anticipated that this broader intervention in the urban
domain shall perform as a catalyst for the functional
connection of Kolonaki and Exarcheia with Plaka, the
ancient city, and the Psyrri district, due to the triangle
of intense activity that has the axis of Panepistimiou
as baseline, and which shall define, to the south of its
pedestrian circulation, a new metropolitan centrality.

Photo by Nikos Karanikolas
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03

THE DATA: EXISTING SITUATION

The data for the city’s existing situation over the area of
the urban intervention is undoubtedly numerous and
depends on the research method, the comprehension
of the space and the aims set by each designer. All
the same, the formulation of the objective is based
on a description of the space, complemented by
records of statutory and functional significance that
correspond to the general category of urban planning
data, without being restrictive. The records range
three directions. The first concerns the selective
protection of buildings and complexes since they form
part of the cultural and architectural heritage. The
second concerns the present-day articulation of the
uses in the area of the planning intervention, and the
third with spatial elements regarding the public space
in which the intervention will be proposed. In all three
categories, the data of the existing situation is mainly
qualitative. Their critical assessment and applicability
is left to the designers’ choice.
The protection of the past
Contemporary Athens, to which we are referring, is
the result of nineteenth century urban planning over
a long term surrounding imprinted with all the layers
of its history. The intervention zone on the axis of
Amalias Ave, Panepistimiou St, and Patission St, with
a turn into Syntagma and Omonia Squares, literally
depicts the manner in which the new city expanded
around the old one (Figs 36 - 37). No apparent
features of pre-revolution Athens have survived
within this region, but it is certain that at a shallow
depth below ground surface, the remains from
ancient times and the Middle Ages can be found. This
has been proven during construction works on the
metro. The built environment consists, however, of
buildings of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
Many of these are works of important architecture
and house symbolically strong functions. Next to
them are buildings of lesser significance some of
which are protected, but others do not fall within any
protection status. Grading depends upon the statutory
framework, which is divided into buildings scheduled
(listed) by the Ministry of Culture under strict criteria
of monuments and schedules (lists) by the Ministry of
the Environment under criteria concerned more with
architectural qualities and into zones of protected
archaeological sites of the historic centre and other
individual complexes. This superimposed data lends
to the intervention area irreversible characteristics, in
spite of the fact that a proportion of the listed buildings
is only moderately or poorly maintained and are used
partially or not at all by the contemporary city. The
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qualitative interpretation of the data concerns the
formulation of broader policies for the city centre and
the area of the urban intervention.
For a better understanding of the character of
the area of the urban and architectural intervention,
inventory has been compiled of all the buildings which
are protected by the statutory framework and have
been graded in three levels as to their conservation
state and their use (Figs 38 - 39). At the same
time, the protection zones have been identified (Fig.
40). Apart from this, an inventory has been taken
of buildings which do not fall within the statutory
framework of specific protection, mainly because they
belong to more recent times, extending to the 1960s,
but are considered noteworthy because they produce
urban fronts on principal streets, such as Patission
St, and densities of architectural interest which are
anticipated to become an object of protection in the
future (Fig. 41). Included in the supporting material
is detailed data on the scheduled (listed) buildings
(Fig. 42).

Fig. 36. The field of intervention on the axis of Amalias Ave,
Panepistimiou St, and Patission St, with a turn to Syntagma and
Omonia squares, on the plan of pre-revolution Athens (MCP).
Fig. 37. The field of intervention on the Amalias, Panepistimiou, and
Patission axis on the plan of Athens of 1875 (J.A. Kaupert) (MCP).
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Fig. 38. Assessment of building stock of scheduled buildings: state of
conservation of building mass. (ΜCP)
A. Fully restored buildings in very good state of conservation.
B. Intact building mass with obvious damage and need for
conservation.
Γ. Extensive damage to elevations and / or the structural system of
the building - a picture of degradation and neglect.
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Fig. 39. Assessment of existing uses of building stock of scheduled
buildings (MCP)
A. Buildings in full operation without obvious problems.
B. Buildings functional only in parts - empty ground or upper floors
in a state of partial abandonment.
Γ. Buildings void of use (because of restoration work on them or their
total abandonment)
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Fig. 40. Building surplus of listed buildings on the statutory framework map by the Ministry of the
Environment, Energy and Climate Change (YPEKA) and the Ministry of Culture and Tourism (YPPOT) (MCP).
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Fig. 41. Intention of principle: Delay in building transformation and highlighting of urban and architectural
heritage. Vaster building surplus to become subject of a regime of controlled change (MCP).
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Fig. 42. The photographic and historical documentation of selected scheduled buildings in
conjunction with the protection regime will be found in the supporting material, in the last
section of the manual. Many of these scheduled buildings are in good condition, such as the old
National Printing Works (top right, in Stadiou and Santaroza Sts), but are not in use. Others are
in a dubious state of conservation with very little use, such as Ziller’s office building (bottom
right, at 46 Panepistimiou and Harilaou Trikoupi Sts), while there are noteworthy buildings in
very poor condition (the Athenogenous Building, bottom left, in an old photograph and in its
present state, at 50 Stadiou St).
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The uses
The articulation of the uses in the broader zone of
the intervention area, on the ground floor and upper
floors separately, permits us to describe the functional
composition of the built space and its relation with
the public space. This relation is obviously interactive,
particularly on the ground floor, but also on the upper
floors. Looking at the maps, we realize that residence
is absent from the body of Panepistimiou St and at
the beginning of Amalias Ave and Patission St, but
gradually makes its appearance as we distance
ourselves from the centre. In the exact reverse sense
there is an intensification of commerce, of services
and management system, of cultural and educational
activities and of hotel units. The densification of
the public character in the zone from Stadiou St to
Akadimias St and from Omonia to Syntagma, but also
in Patission St as far as the Archaeological Museum, is
nevertheless in contrast with the percentage of empty
buildings in the same area, many of which belong to
social agencies and institutions. The public space in
which the architectural intervention is sought is vital
for the city but currently it is lacking in terms of the
uses which surround it and provide it with life. What
has been said in previous sections has, of course,
described the urban condition of the two major plazas
and the basic streets. A more careful reading could
however identify ‘obscured’ areas within this wider
domain, in the sense of latent potential which should
perhaps be regrouped as is the case, for example, of
Omonia Square and Dikaiosynis Square.

The articulation of the uses as a given fact
for the design intervention in the public space is
controlled to this day by the statutory framework
in force. However, the aim of the reconstitution
of the centre along the axis of Panepistimiou St is
not confined to works for the treatment of surfaces
and embellishment. The intention that this long
procession, giving priority to the pedestrian and
seeking the networking of the urban fabric alongside,
should serve as the field for a re-composition of
the centrality in Greater Athens must inevitably be
combined with statutory interventions concerning
the articulation of uses at the levels of protection,
deterrence, and reinforcement. Proposals and more
general guidelines for the regulation of the uses in
the zone of the urban intervention are a part of the
expected result of the competition, in spite of the fact
that their final regulation will be a parallel process to
be accomplished under the responsibility of the state.
At this point, indicative data is given on
the articulation of land uses in the broader area of
intervention, as well as a general picture of the empty
buildings. The competition’s supporting material
includes in greater detail inventories by category of
uses and other relevant information which is capable
of contributing to a better description of the space.
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Ground Floor

Upper Floors

Present Use Diagram

housing
informal housing
housing & offices
office - priv. services
public administration
commercial use
leisure
hotel
culture
education
hospital
manufactures
storage
vacant

Vacant Buildings Diagram
completely vacant
partial vacant (upper floors)
vacant shop unit

0

0
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Fig.43 The articulation of all the land uses at ground-floor and
upper floors in 2011 (MCP).

Former Use
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education
hospital
manufactures
vacant shop

1000 m.

Fig. 44. Inventory of empty buildings in April 2011 and previous uses (MCP).
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Vacant Buildings Diagram
completely vacant
partial vacant (upper floors)
vacant shop unit

Fig. 45a. Empty buildings on April 2011, as
compared to their date of construction (MCP)
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Vacant Buildings - Construction Period Diagram
19th - 20th cent.
1930 - 1965
1965 -

0
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1000 m.

Fig. 45b Mapping of vacant buildings combined with their statutory (legislative)
protection status in the broader region of the intervention (MCP)
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Fig.46a Inventory of empty buildings in the broader area of intervention as of April 2011 - selection (ΜCP).

Fig.46b Record of empty buildings in the broader area of intervention as of April 2011 - Selection (MCP).
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The public space
The public space is the field par excellence of the
architectural competition. Public space is defined as
the space in which everybody may indiscriminately
be present and active, without any restriction or
control apart from the generally defined legality.
This public space, being a communal good, is an
obligation and responsibility of the constitutional
state, which it symbolically represents, representing
at the same time a cultural expression of the citizens
extroversion, in their notional collectivity. In the light
of this, interest in the public space is a primary field
of political activity, at a central and at a regional level.
The public space of the broader intervention
area comprises streets, pavements and plazas
where vehicles and pedestrians are in motion or
stationary, in a constant dialogue of co-operation
with the uses established in the building supply.
Since the mid-twentieth century, a large part of this
area has been given over to vehicle traffic, confining
pedestrians to the pavements and controlling their
crossing with traffic lights. The overall yield of public
space to citizens has also been limited to a few plazas,
and after 1980 to a small network of pavements which
primarily serviced commercial activity and recreation.
Even today, a large portion of public space in the
centre of Athens belongs to private cars moving along
Amalias Ave, Panepistimiou, and Patission or park
in neighboring streets, thus drastically restricting
the pedestrian to a pavement which is often narrow
and rough to traverse, while public transport and in
particular fixed rail transport, have radically altered
the conditions of the centre’s accessibility from a
large part of the Attica basin. Consequently the
re-negotiation of the public space emerges primarily
as a political treaty.
This public space, which unfolds in
Panepistimiou St or Omonia, is at the same time
revealed in all the wealth of its public use when it is
converted by the initiative of the citizens, or even of
the state, into a field of political protest or celebration,
with rejoicing or violence which may go beyond even
the limits of civil legality. In front of the University
building or in Syntagma Square, the ratification of
democracy and the contestation of its terms have
known great moments throughout the history of
modern Athens. This demanding area exemplifies
the resolve to highlight the public character of the
city and to project the most powerful components
of its great tradition which integrates - and at the
same time designs - the town with culture, politics,
and urbanism. The architecture of this public space
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is the primary wager in this competition for the
reconstitution of the centre of Athens along the axis
of Panepistimiou St, giving priority to the pedestrian.
In addition to the data concerning the
present state of the public space which , besides
the pavements, includes planting and the functional
servicing of its uses (e.g., garbage removal), it is
important to take into consideration the semi-public
space of the arcades and the conditions of climate
change in the centre of the city. The supporting
material includes orthophotographic representations
in which the relevant information has been recorded.
It also contains snapshots from social activities in the
public space of the intervention which elucidate their
complexity and their contradictory succession with
data defining the terms of the architectural design
and the specifications of its material construction.
Equally important is the visible background of
urban infrastructures, of the metro for example, with
entrances, ventilation and lifts, as well as the city’s
invisible material infrastructure, which includes public
welfare networks and the anticipated antiquities found
at a lesser or greater depth below the road surface.
More specific information will obviously be sought by
the designers, depending on their intentions.

Fig. 47. The broader network of pedestrians` priority as highlighted by combining
existent and proposed interventions in the centre of contemporary Athens (ΜCP).
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Fig. 48. Existing articulation of public space of streets, pavements,
and squares, together with the existing green (ΜCP).

Fig. 49. Inventory of the sidestreets and arcades in the intervention area.

Fig. 50. The metro network (and its future expansion) in the intervention area.
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04 THE REORGANISATION OF THE CENTRE

ALONG THE AXIS OF PANEPISTIMIOU ST

Fig. 51. Schematic structure of the existing state of motor traffic in the city centre.

1. The current circulation arrangement
in
Athens is based to a large extent on through motorvehicle traffic coming from the city centre. In spite of
the construction of major highway arteries and the
gradual organization of the multi-centered city, the old
core of Athens, with its nineteenth-century streets,
has to carry a heavy load. Actually, the streets from
all the peripheral centres converge to the city centre
and cross in a large ‘X’, intersecting the three parallel
streets of Stadiou, Panepistimiou, and Akadimias,
allowing traffic through the centre to better serve
the peripheries (Fig. 51). The repercussions in traffic
aggravation and environmental downgrading of the
centre are significant.
The reduction of through traffic and the
strengthening of public transport will render the
centre easier to access and more desirable for those
who live away from it. For this purpose, the traffic
ring which exists today shall be retained as a medium
for metropolitan movements on the periphery of
the centre of Athens, servicing what until now was
through movements. This decision will increase the
traffic load on the ring and will impose regulations
which will be determined by a dedicated traffic study.

Fig. 52. Diagrammatic structure of the new state of traffic with through passage by motor vehicles
being averted from the city centre.

2. In order to discourage the passage of motor
vehicles through the city centre, the intersecting
meeting-point of all major roads leading to the centre
is separated into large open loops which can supply
the centre or be tangential upon it before leading
away from it. The aim is that motor vehicles not
intending to reach the centre but are simply passing
through, should not be allowed.
‘Insulation’ material is embedded between
the channels on the perimeter to allow it to work in
its entirety as a capacitor, storing energy for the city.
This zone will be targeted by public transport, with
primary role undertaken by the urban rail type.

Fig. 53. The diagrammatic structure of the diversion of motor vehicles passage through the centre, as
rendered more specific by the layout of the main traffic streets within the ring.
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Fig. 54. Priority to the pedestrian: strategic connection of Panepistimiou with Syntagma and Omonia
squares, and with Amalias Ave and Patission St.

3. Pedestrian priority shall expand over the
whole of the intermediary zone between
Stadiou and Akadimias Sts, with Panepistimiou
St as its axis, incorporating or even creating plazas
or level open spaces extending its flow to desirable
pedestrian movement and giving meaning to the whole
undertaking, such as the southbound connection with
the archaeological sites, from Dionysiou Areopaghitou
and Vasilissis Olgas Sts, and the diffusion into the
city from the north side, both towards Aiolou St and
the historic centre and Patission St, towards the
Archaeological Museum. Through this planning, the
two ends of Panepistimiou do not constitute traffic
hubs but become important turning-point for the
facilitation of pedestrians’ access to a larger area of
the city’s centre.
Amalias Ave will receive increased pedestrian
flow, mainly from Philellinon St to Syntagma.
Syntagma Square will continue to be linked with
Monastiraki in the direction of Ermou, but will acquire
a new pedestrian relation with Panepistimiou. The
orthogonal axis of Korai St will be substantively and
symbolically reinforced. In Aiolou and in Omonia
pedestrian flow will be diffused in the direction of
the ancient city through the capillaries of the centre.
Patission will undertake additional pedestrian flow
towards the Polytechnic, the Archaeological Museum,
and the Pedio tou Areos.
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Figs 55 - 56. Diagram of the movement of pedestrians in the centre (above), and its overall picture with
the diversion of the passage of motor vehicles and the core of the historic centre (below).

4. The accessibility of the centre by motor
vehicle and by public transport
The overall re-organization of road traffic in Attica in
the last ten years, in conjunction with the new fixed
rail network, has drastically altered the circumstances
of vehicular traffic and the geography of origin destination. The construction of the Attiki Odos and its
connection with other highway axes have contributed
to the departure from the city centre of services
and commercial activity and have ensured improved
circulation among the city’s peripheral centres. At
the same time, the metro lines and the tram have
undertaken a considerable load of daily transport,
thus greatly improving public transport and traffic
conditions for vehicle on the periphery of the ring.
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Fig. 57. The successive rings together with the broader traffic network and the main
axes of access to the interior ring by diversion of through traffic from the centre (MCP).

Fig. 58. Accessibility of the centre by public transport. Metro, tram,
suburban railway, and trolley-bus network (existing situation).
Thermal buses are not included (ΜCP).
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Fig. 59. Accessibility of the centre by public transport. The three metro lines, together with the tram line, for which there is provision for
its extension to Ano Patissia, the suburban railway, and the new metro line, expected to be completed by the end of the decade (ΜCP).

68

Fig. 60. Accessibility of the centre by public transport. The three metro lines (ΜCP).
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Fig. 61. The structural triangle of the centre and its functional relation with the urban rail network.

5. The structural triangle of the centre: Omonia,
Syntagma, Monastiraki
It is in these three plazas where three hubs of multiple
intersection of the fixed rail transport are located. The
three metro lines meet in pairs at each plaza and with
the tram in Syntagma and Omonia, given the future
extension of the tram to Patission St.
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Fig. 62. The geometrical locus of accessibility with the Omonia, Syntagma, and Monastiraki stations as a starting-point.

The three circles as drawn with each center on one
of the three multiple-intersection hubs in the three
squares, define a distance of 10 minutes on foot, that
is, one kilometer. The intersection of these circles in
pairs ( in dark grey) - defines the areas of the centre
in which pedestrians originating from the two squares
can meet in less than 10 minutes. The intersection
of all three circles, in light grey, defines the area of
the centre in which pedestrians originating from any
one of the three squares can meet in less than 10
minutes. Since time operates compositely, they will
meet, if they are moving along the same line (e.g.,
along Panepistimiou) when one of them walks for
a duration equal to the subtraction of the other’s
duration from the ten minutes.

71

6. The time range from the centre
The accessibility of the city centre depends on
various quantitative and qualitative parameters, but
primarily on the time required for this journey, which
can be expressed geographically as a time range of
the centre. In the following graphic representations,
journeys on foot and by the metro are included. The
use of a bicycle to reach the stations would extend
the range even further.

Fig. 63. The geographical locus of a meeting in the centre at a
distance of 10 minutes on foot from the three multiple-intersection
hubs of the urban rail transport defined by the stations in Omonia,
Syntagma, and Monastiraki squares.
Fig. 65. Time range from the centre: 20 minutes.
A geographical representation of the access capability to the three urban rail multiple-intersection hubs in the space
of 20 minutes from the starting-point. The circles define the range on foot from the neighboring fixed rail station with
a total journey time of 20 minutes.

Fig. 64. Time range from the centre: 10 minutes.
A geographical representation of the access capability to the three fixed rail multiple-intersection hubs
in the space of 10 minutes from the starting-point. The circles define the range on foot from the
neighboring urban rail station with a total journey time of 10 minutes.
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Fig. 66. Time range from the centre: 30 minutes.
A geographical representation of the scope of access capability to the three urban rail multiple-intersection hubs in
the space of 30 minutes from the starting-point. The circles define the range on foot from the neighboring urban rail
station with a total journey time of 30 minutes.
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Fig. 67. The structural triangle of the centre and the metropolitan
accessibility of the zone on the Panepistimiou axis.

In the light of the investigation of accessibility and
the tables of time and geographical range from the
centre from the three multiple-intersection urban rail
hubs in Omonia, Syntagma, and Monastiraki squares,
it emerges that there exists a geographical locus
in the center of Athens where, thanks to the fixed
rail transport, residents originating from opposite
directions can now meet in a comparatively short
time. Peristeri, Moschato, Halandri, Holargos, Nea
Ionia, Aigaleo, Aghios Dimitrios, Nea Smyrni and,
when the projects already in progress are completed,
Piraeus, Elliniko, and Kifissia, shall meet in less than
half an hour, in the dark triangle at the centre. In
this metropolitan meeting, which would have been
impossible ten years ago when there was no fixed rail
transport, the field of convergence par excellence is
located in the zone of pedestrian priority which under
this proposal develops on either side of Panepistimiou,
on the potential straight line connecting the Omonia
and Syntagma stations. This straight line culminates
at the Panepistimiou metro station, on the orthogonal
axis of Korai St, in front of the trilogy of the Library, the
University, and the Academy, while there is provision
that in a few years another metro line, connecting
Galatsi and Kypseli with Pangrati, Zografou, and
Psychiko, will pass through this point. Panepistimiou
of the pedestrians is therefore promoted into a traffic
epicentre of metropolitan range. It is there that it
will be easiest to meet if you are coming by public
transport.
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7. The latent dynamic in the zone on either side
of Panepistimiou
In the present state of traffic, on either side of
Panepistimiou and as far as Stadiou and Akadimias
Sts, there are many small and large domains available
to the pedestrian but they are cut off from one another
and, in certain cases, they are practically ‘closed’. The
pavements of Voukourestiou and Valaoritou, of Korai
and of Kanningos - Satovriandou have ‘vital’ activities
which are addressed to pedestrians. Syntagma
Square has its own life, which is mainly associated
with the metro and its peripheral activities, in which
tourism is included. On the other hand, Omonia
Square has gathered opposing forces, while Dikaiosyni
Square, which predominated emblematically in
the pedestrianization plan for Panepistimiou in the
1983 Regulatory Plan, is literally inert and the open
spaces of the ‘Trilogy’ are lost under the heavy load
of the vertical movements and the inactivity of the
fenced gardens. Klafthmonos Square is unrelated,
but the Cultural Centre of the Municipality of Athens
and the Archaeological Museum, together with the
Polytechnic, have public space which functions well
enough in its small environment. All these spaces
constitute a latent potential of public space which
can be connected along the axis of Panepistimiou
and with the proposed pedestrian priority in Patission
and Amalias, thus forming a strong zone of multiple
activity with a metropolitan capability of access by
public transport.

Fig. 68. The latent dynamic in the zone on either side of Panepistimiou.
Fig. 69. The integration of Panepistimiou into a broad traffic ring in the
centre with public transport and pedestrian priority.
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Fig 70. The domain of the overall intervention and its relation to the city centre.

8. The integration of Panepistimiou into a broad
traffic ring in the centre with public transport
and pedestrian priority
Adopting the pedestrianization of Panepistimiou St
leads to the handing over to the pedestrian of the
majority of the vertical streets and of public spaces,
given that the expected function of Panepistimiou
as a capacitor will seek the gathering of functional
loads without through passage by the vertical streets.
Consequently, the entire zone between Stadiou and
Akadimias Sts can be given over to pedestrians, with
provision for the minimum sufficient and obligatory
passages for the servicing of the zone itself and of
the perimeter area, which includes hotels, shops,
and parking lots. These needs will have to be
inventoried and studied more systematically in the
next stage of the competition, but the servicing of all
the functional needs of access to this ‘closed’ centre
will not provide for places for parking, which will be
prohibited throughout the area. On the other hand,
and in spite of the very high degree of accessibility
with the existing fixed rail transport, it is deemed
necessary to improve access to and the functioning
of Panepistimiou by extending the tram line from
Amalias Ave to Patission St. It is anticipated that this
line will be extended as far as the Ano Patissia electric
railway station, thus taking up a part of the public
transport load which up to now has been served by
the trolley-bus and bus lines.
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Fig. 71. The traffic regulation in the centre along the Panepistimiou St axis.

Through this linear interconnection, the
centre will be relieved of the inflation of the means of
transport and the accessibility of Panepistimiou and
the broader centre will be reinforced at a functional
level related to administration, commerce, culture,
and recreation, thus giving the linear plaza of the
street a bright and entirely functional line, ideally,
uninterrupted 24 hours a day. In this way, the bright
vitality of the centre will be intensified. The tram will
undertake a large part of load of invigoration of the
broader centre along the Panepistimiou axis, and so
will achieve the connection of the southern and coastal
areas with the densely-populated neighborhoods to
the north of Omonia, even when none of the other
means of transport are running. The tram itself, as
a mild means of transport which has been proved to
be compatible with pedestrian traffic, will reinforce,
throughout the day, activity on either side, without
impairing the functions of commerce, culture, and
recreation. It will, at the same time, in accordance
with the proposal which will be explained more
specifically below, meet up with the other means of
transport, permitting transferring of passengers.

Fig. 72. The functional extension of the intervention in the centre
with the extension of the tram line as far as Ano Patissia.

9. The traffic regulation in the centre along the
Panepistimiou St axis
In order to achieve the strategic goal for the diversion
of vehicle traffic through the centre of Athens and the
integration of Panepistimiou into a traffic ring with
pedestrian priority, an array of traffic regulations,
described more specifically below, is required.
Only the tram line will be allowed to travel
through Panepistimiou St. Traffic is reversed in
Akadimias St, receiving inbound traffic from Vasilissis
Sophias and conveying it from Halkokondyli to Tritis
Septemvriou, Marni, and Acharnon Sts, and from
there to the north and west. Stadiou St shall retain
its present function, receiving traffic from Peiraios St
towards Philellinon St, and hence to the south through
Syngrou Ave, without the possibility of turning into
Patission St.
A neutral zone is thus formed, of pedestrian
priority, between Stadiou and Akadimias Sts. In this
zone there is provision for an inner traffic ring for
private cars, that is, a pair of reverse traffic loops, as
described below.
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In the interior of the zone defined by Stadiou
and Akadimias Sts, there is provision for a ring for
constant motor vehicle traffic from Emmanouil Benaki
St to Stadiou and Amerikis Sts, without the possibility
of through passage. This means, in principle, that
vehicles will turn from Amerikis towards Akadimias
and from Benaki to Stadiou, but Amerikis from
Kolonaki and Emmanouil Benaki from Exarcheia will
have traffic towards Akadimias St.
In the interior of this same zone which
is defined by Stadiou and Akadimias Sts, there
is provision for the servicing of shops, hotels, and
parking places with special traffic regulations, but the
parking of vehicles in the street is not permitted.
The same zone defined by Stadiou and
Akadimias Sts is supplied, apart from the tram, by
other public transport lines, which include buses and

trolley buses. There is provision for the operation
of two reverse loops for improved servicing of
public transport lines reaching the centre, given the
relocation of the terminals and the restructuring of
public transport lines passing through. In the proposed
traffic regulation, the reverse loops will operate via
Omirou and Edouardou Lo Sts from Akadimias to
Stadiou, and vice versa. In this way, the movement
of public transport is differentiated from that of motor
cars in the vertical streets and the load is relieved
at the same time, since this will be undertaken to a
great extent by the tram.
Movement on the northern loop diverting
traffic from the centre is carried from Vasilissis
Sophias towards Akadimias and Solonos, without any
possibility of turning into Amalias or any other outlet
towards Syngrou Ave. Those who wish to travel from

the north towards the coast should follow Vasileos
Konstantinou or drive towards it, or towards Peiraios
St. There is also the possibility to double back from
Akadimias towards Stadiou via Emmanouil Benaki
St. From Akadimias to Syntagma the inbound lane
remains closed to private motor vehicles and is
dedicated to pedestrians and public transport. Traffic
on Ippokratous and Harilaou Trikoupi Sts remains
unchanged, but does not continue beyond Akadimias.
These streets lose a part of their function of feeding
the centre with private cars from Alexandras Ave
and are converted into arteries for servicing the
pericentre.
Traffic from Akadimias and Solonos Sts cannot
turn into Patission St, which is limited to the tram and
public transport as far as the Archaeological Museum,
but shall continue on Halkokondyli and Kapodistriou
Sts, respectively. Northbound traffic must follow Tritis
Septemvriou St, and from there, branch into Marni St
or Acharnon St, depending on traffic along Patission
and Acharnon streets being regulated as one-way
or two-way. Marni St, in any event, receives traffic
from Patission towards the centre, in the direction of
Karaïskaki Square.
Movement on the southern loop diverting
traffic from the centre travels from Peiraios St
towards Stadiou, Philellinon, Amalias Ave, and
Syngrou Ave. The western approach to Athens
follows, as it does today, Achilleos St and then
goes up Aghiou Konstantinou St, whose direction is
reversed, and heads from Omonia to the left, on Tritis
Septemvriou St. It is proposed that there should be a
possibility of passing through Achilleos St to Peiraios
St, to Deliyorghi St, and of turning from Peiraios up
towards Achilleos. It is also possible to go in a reverse
direction from Stadiou to Amerikis and Akadimias,
in the direction of Kolonaki or Exarcheia from Sina,
Asklipiou, Harilaou Trikoupi, and Emmanouil Benaki.

Fig. 74. The inner ring for constant private car traffic

Fig. 75. The traffic regulation of the centre to the north of
Panepistimiou.

Fig. 76. The traffic regulation in the centre to the south of
Panepistimiou.

Fig. 73. The proposed traffic regulation of public transport with two reverse loops, in relation to the
inner ring for motor vehicle traffic
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The circulation of private vehicles from
Syngrou to the centre is discouraged and must be
diverted before it reaches the Gate of Hadrian, from
the Kallirois flyover as far as Athanasiou Diakou, but
provision is made for single-lane traffic in Amalias,
branching in Syntagma towards Georgiou A St, to
service the commercial triangle and Plaka, or Vasilissis
Sophias, for the servicing of Parliament and the Office
of the President of the Republic, without there being
any possibility of turning into Kolonaki other than that
existing presently.
In the section of Amalias Ave from Philellinon
St as far as Syntagma, the tram travels in two lanes
and public transport in two more. In total, five of
the eight lanes are used for traffic. The available
width thus liberated will be dedicated to bicycles and
pedestrians with a special layout and a new row of
trees.
In the section of Amalias Ave from Philellinon
to Syngrou, the tram travels for a short distance as
far as the pedestrianized Olgas Ave and from there
public transport travels in two lanes and cars in three,
one incoming lane and two outgoing lanes towards
Syngrou. Five of the six lanes are used in this section.
The sixth will be dedicated to bicycles and pedestrians
with a special layout and a new row of trees.
In the section of Patission St from Ipeirou as
far as Aghiou Meletiou, in which Patission is much
wider than in its other sections, a width of the
street can be freed and given over to bicycles and
pedestrians.

Fig. 77. The traffic regulation in the centre to its east and west.
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10. Investigation for the layout of the tram line
in Panepistimiou St
In the four illustrations which follow the shade in
Panepistimiou St has been investigated in principle
at 9.00, 12.00, 14.00, and 17.00. The investigation
shows that the south side of Panepistimiou is in shade
most hours of the day.

Fig. 79. Shade in Panepistimiou St at 9.00

Fig. 80. Shade in Panepistimiou St at 12.00

Fig. 81. Shade in Panepistimiou St at 14.00

Fig. 82. Shade in Panepistimiou St at 17.00

The tram line is positioned towards the south
middle of the road in order to ensure protection from
the sun for those waiting for the tram and controlled
exposure to the sun to a greater extent in the case
of those who choose recreation in the north-eastern
section. Most of the recreation establishments and
those serving the public commercially are today
concentrated in this section.

There is provision for the overall design of
the urban ground and for extensive green planting
throughout the Panepistimiou St zone from Akadimias
to Stadiou, on the lanes dedicated to pedestrians in
Amalias Ave and Patission, and in the broad section
of the quadrant of Omonia, which is also given over
to pedestrians. The overall design is the object of
the competition and is anticipated to assign a new
character to the whole of the city centre.

Fig. 78. Access to the centre by public transport.

Recorded on the map are the most important terminals
for public transport lines, with their origination
indicated by different colours. Many of these terminals
are located today near the Panepistimiou axis and at
the beginning of Patission St, thus burdening areas
which are to be dedicated to pedestrian priority in
traffic terms. The new traffic regulations render
necessary their relocation, in collaboration with the
fixed rail network, to which the new tram line is
included, as this will emerge from the relevant public
transport study.
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Fig. 84. Panepistimiou will no longer be a street with pavements but a linear plaza where on its urban
floor tree-plantings and installations will serve the public, such as newspaper and refreshment kiosks,
or small establishments supplying services, information, or promotion, will be developed; these will
intensify pedestrian traffic throughout its length, in conjunction with the tram stops and functions
alongside. For this purpose, provision for a longitudinal channel for the passage of infrastructures is
necessary. This plan is indicative and does not specify guidelines.

Fig. 83. Green planting, planning, and change of the urban ground in Panepistimiou
St and in the whole ring from Amalias to Omonia Square and Patission St.

Fig. 85. Indicative cross-section of Panepistimiou after the completion of the probable intervention
depicted in the preceding illustration.
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Fig. 86. Drawing in principle of the broader intervention in Panepistimiou St, with unification of the public space of the
trilogy of the National Library, the University and the Academy, as a continuation of Korai and in a dynamic relation with
Klafthmonos Square and the Cultural Centre of the Municipality of Athens. It is anticipated that Dikaiosyni Square will also
serve as a pole for the re-organization of the city by a substantive intervention in the uses and the urban ground.

Fig. 87. Drawing of the broader intervention as a continuation of Panepistimiou, with Omonia Square pedestrianized from
Patission as far as Tritis Septemvriou and highlighted as a central urban piazza of the centre, as originally planned.
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AREAS OF INTERVENTION AND
COMPETITION DELIVERABLES

The levels of intervention
The two fields
The broader area of intervention of the architectural
competition is graded into two fields for elaboration:
The primary area of intervention
the primary area, and the broad zone of typological
The
primary area of intervention will consist of a
intervention.
linear procession in the centre of the city on which
pedestrians, the tram, and cyclists will meet, in a
The primary area of intervention is the main functional framework of superimposed uses and a
subject of the architectural competition and includes symbolically charged environment. The handing over
the whole of Panepistimiou St, the surrounding public of the motor vehicle avenue to the new urban status
space of the ‘trilogy’ of the University, the Academy, will bring out a new physiognomy of urban centrality
and the National Library from the aligned boundary of which will re-compose the meaning of the metropolitan
Akadimias St as far as Panepistimiou, as well as Korai centre with the assistance of the architecture of the
St, Dikaiosynis Square, Omonia Square, the section public space.
Included among the deliverables of the
of Vasilissis Sophias Ave from Akadimias to Syntagma
Square and Panepistimiou St and the section of competition are the functional servicing of the
side-street uses in each case, the servicing of
Patission St from Stadiou as far as Ipirou St.
In this area, full elaboration is required of the public transport, the design of bicycle-lanes, the
urban ground, with particular specification of three configuration of the services in the public space
individual fields: at the meeting-point of the ‘trilogy’ (kiosks, press, recreation and refreshment, etc.),
with Korai St, at Omonia Square, at Dikaiosynis green plantation, material design of the urban flooring,
Square and in a typical section on Panepistimiou St. of functional and decorative constructions and of the
urban equipment under conditions corresponding to
heavy and atypical use which is encountered. Also
The broad zone of typological intervention included is the design of the exits from the new metro
includes all the area between Stadiou and Akadimias line at the ‘Panepistimio’ station and in Akadimias St,
Sts from Omonia Square to Syntagma Square. It also and of the tram stops throughout the length of the
includes the axis of Amalias Ave to the beginning of intervention.
Syngrou Ave and Patission St as far as Aghiou Meletiou
Finally, note is made that entries proposing
St. Excepted from this zone is the primary area of significant recesses exceeding 100cm below the
intervention, on which full elaboration is required as current ground level, underground passages or
above, but the continuity of the two areas is a fact.
underground annexes shall not be accepted, unless
In this zone, typological elaboration of the these proposals are thoroughly justified and aim to
urban ground and details of its formal and material highlight the unchartered archaeological substratum
aspects are required.
of the city, by conducting an archaeological excavation.
In the latter case, the area with possible archaeological
finds (mostly, the remains of workshops) is on Amalias
Ave, extending from Syntagma up to Omirou Str.

The broad zone of typological intervention
The urban planning study, on which the architectural
competition is based, has provided specific guidelines
for the organization and functioning of the public
space. During the final design phase these can be
rendered more specific, or change subsequently to
be adapted to the dynamic of practical needs. The
deliverable is a typological solution for the public
space, both of the urban flooring and of the equipment,
on the criterion of the possibility of application over
the whole area of the zone, taking into account the
independent functional conditions, in such a way as
to highlight the urban and architectural unity of the
whole. Indicatively mentioned are pavements and
their gutters, pedestrian crossings, seating, garbage
bins, the necessary infrastructures for the parking of
bicycles and brief stops by motor vehicles, and other
significant features of the urban environment.
The climatic improvement of the centre
Among the goals of the competition, included are the
development of comfortable climatic conditions for
citizens living or moving through the city centre as
well as the microclimatic change through greenery
and other technical interventions in the public space.
This aim is further quantified as follows:
1. Reduction by 1,5ο C in the maximum summer
temperature, measured at a 1,8m height
2. Reduction by 20% in the air conditioning usage
(degrees x hours) during a typical summer day over
a 26ο C baseline
3. Improvement by 20% of the thermal comfort index
during a typical summer day
4. Reduction by 5% of the maximum surface
temperature
The technical report submitted in the competition shall
contain a short description of the strategy proposed
for the achievement of the above results over the
broad zone of typological intervention. Successful
proposals shall submit during the second phase of
the competition detailed proposals and quantitative
substantiation (validation).
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Fig.88 The areas of intervention
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Fig.89 The primary area of intervention and the basic traffic regulations
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SUPPORTING

MATERIAL

1. Topographical underlay plan of the area of the primary intervention and of the broader area of study.
2. The broader zone of the planning and architectural intervention with the new traffic regulations.
3. Orthophotographic documentation of the area of intervention.
4. Scheduled buildings and statutory framework in the area of intervention. Summary description of the more
important buildings in the area of intervention.
5. The statutory framework in force of land uses in the broader area of intervention. Detailed articulation of
land uses. Empty buildings in the area of intervention in April 2011.
6. Map of objective land values.
7. Photographic documentation of elevations in the main area of architectural intervention.
8. Architectural documentation of the elevations in the main area of architectural intervention.
9. Data for the layout of the tram line from Syntagma Square to Aigyptou Square.
10. Data on the existing and projected metro stations.
11. Photographic documentation of the area of intervention.
12. List of digital files.
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2. The broader zone of urban and architectural intervention with the new traffic regulations (MCP).

1.Topographic underlay plan of the primary area of intervention and the broad zone of typological intervention
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3.1 Orthophotographic documentation of
the area of intervention - Detail (MCP).

3.2 Orthophotographic documentation of
the area of intervention (MCP).
4.1 The scheduled buildings in the area of
intervention. Photomapping (MCP).
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4.2 Documentation and summary description of
the scheduled and other important buildings in
the area of intervention (MCP).
1 Panepistimiou St
Grande Bretagne Hotel
1842: ‘Stadtpalais’ mansion of Antonios Dimitriou
(first building to be constructed on Syntagma Square)
Architect: Theophil Hansen
1874: Grande Bretagne Hotel
Efstathios Lampsas
1923: Extension towards Panepistimiou St
1960: Demolition and reconstruction of old building
2003: Total renovation of hotel
NOT LISTED
(UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR INCLUSION)

4 Stadiou St,
Panepistimiou, Voukourestiou and Amerikis
Army Share Fund Building
1927 - 1929
Architects: Vasileios Kassandras and Leonidas Bonis
PROTECTED BY YPEKA and YPPOT

3-5-7 Panepistimiou St
Vretania Theatre building
PROTECTED BY YPEKA
Orphanides café PROTECTED BY YPPOT

6 Panepistimiou St & 12 Voukourestiou & Kriezotou
Koupas Building					
1875 - 1900
Architect: Ernst Ziller
PROTECTED BY YPEKA and YPPOT
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8 Panespistimiou St and 11 Voukourestiou
PROTECTED BY YPEKA and YPPOT

97

10 Panepistimiou St
PROTECTED BY YPEKA

14 Panepistimiou St
PROTECTED BY YPEKA

12 Panepistimiou St
Iliou Melathron
Schliemann’s house
1878 - 1880
Architect: Ernst Ziller
PROTECTED BY YPEKA and YPPOT

21 Panepistimiou St and 14 Stadiou
Bank of Greece
1933 - 1938
Architects: Nikolaos Zoumboulidis, Kimonas Laskaris,
and Constantinos Papadakis
PROTECTED BY YPEKA and YPPOT

22 Panepistimiou St and Omirou
Archaeological Society
1958
Architect: Ioannis Antoniadis
PROTECTED BY YPEKA
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23 Panepistimiou St and Edouardou Lo
Serpieris Building
1880
Engineer: Anastasios Theophilas
1929: Additions of the Agricultural
Bank constructed
PROTECTED BY YPEKA and YPPOT

24 Panepistimiou St and 9 Omirou
Catholic Church of St Denis
1853 - 1891
Architect: Lysandros Kaftantzoglou
(The first plans were by Leo von Klenze)
Restoration - Architect: Yannis Kizis
(1992 - 1998)
PROTECTED BY YPEKA and YPPOT
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26 Panepistimiou St and 2 Sina
Athens Eye Hospital
1847 - 1869
Theophil Hansen (1847 - 1850)
Lysandros Kaftantzoglou (1850 - 1855)
Gerasimos Metaxas (1867 - 1869)
1910 - 1915: The ancillary building was constructed
by Aristeidis Balanos
PROTECTED BY YPEKA and YPPOT
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35 Panepistimiou St and 10 Korai
1843 (Soutsos family residence)
PROTECTED BY YPPOT and YPEKA

30 Panepistimiou St
University of Athens
1839 - 1864
Hans Christian Hansen
PROTECTED BY YPPOT

28 Panepistimiou St and Sina
Athens Academy
1859 - 1885
Theophil Hansen
PROTECTED BY YPPOT
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32 Panepistimiou St
National Library
1887 - 1902
Theophil Hansen
PROTECTED BY YPPOT
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40 Panepistimiou St
Laïki Bank
(today in the ownership of the Mortgage Bank)
1905 - 1910
1905: Headquarters of the Laïki Bank
1980: Restoration - architect: Alexandros Kalligas
PROTECTED BY YPPOT and YPEKA

36 Panepistimiou St
PROTECTED BY YPEKA
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37 Panepistimiou St and 7 Korai
General Accounting Office of the State
1934
Architect: Emmanouil Lazaridis
PROTECTED BY YPEKA and YPPOT

41 Panepistimiou St
Nikoloudis Arcade Building
1897: Construction of a first building by the architect
Alexandros Nikoloudis
1918: Construction of 2 new buildings on Stadiou St
1935: Construction of the present-day Nikoloudis
Arcade on Panepistimiou St
2002: Restoration of the building by the architect
Alexandros Kalligas					
PROTECTED BY YPEKA
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45 Panepistimiou St
Laïki Bank
1922 - 1930
Architect: Anastasios Metaxas
PROTECTED BY YPEKA

48 Panepistimiou St
Sikiarideio Building (REX Cinema)			
1935
Architects: Vasileios Kassandras and Leonidas Bonis
PROTECTED BY YPEKA and YPPOT

46 Panepistimiou St and 1 Harilaou Trikoupi
Schliemann - Melas Building
1880
Architect: Ernst Ziller
The Ideal Restaurant is protected by YPEKA & YPPOT

Old National Printing Works
(Stadiou, Santaroza, Panepistimiou, and Arsaki block)
1834 - 1932
1834 - 1835: Construction of Royal Printing Works on
the basis of the plans of Josef Hoffer
1931 - 1932: Addition of a second floor on the basis
of the plans of Phivos Zoukis
PROTECTED BY YPPOT

47 - 49 Panepistimiou St
Arsakeion
1846 - 1852
Architect: Lysandros Kaftantzoglou
Restoration: Alexandros Kalligas (1984 - 1989)
PROTECTED BY YPPOT
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53 Panepistimiou St and Santaroza
(View from Dikaiosynis Square)
Majestic Hotel
1920
PROTECTED BY YPEKA and YPPOT

68 Panepistimiou St
Excelsior Hotel
1910 - 1914
Architect: Ernst Ziller (?)
PROTECTED BY YPEKA and YPPOT

54 Panepistimiou St and Emmanouil Benaki
Palladion Hotel
1915
Engineer: Panayiotis Zizilas
PROTECTED BY YPEKA and YPPOT

7 Patission St and 2 Dorou
PROTECTED BY YPEKA and YPPOT

66 Panepistimiou St
PROTECTED BY YPEKA

9 Patission St
The ‘little’ REX
NOT SCHEDULED
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44 Patission St and 1 Tositsa
National Archaeological Museum
1862 - 1891
Ludwig Lange
Panayiotis Kalkos
(amendment of plans and supervision)
PROTECTED BY YPPOT

Patission St and 28 Kapodistriou
Linardos Building
1933
Engineer: Costas Voutsinas
NOT SCHEDULED

38 Patission St
Syrigos Store
(Original use: residence - shop)
1900
PROTECTED BY YPEKA

42 Patission St and Stournari
National Technical University of Athens
1862 - 1876
Lysandros Kaftantzoglou
PROTECTED BY YPPOT
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64 Patission St and Heyden
1928
Architect: Vasileios Tsangris
PROTECTED BY YPPOT and YPEKA

39 Patission St
PROTECTED BY YPEKA

51 Patission St
Acropole Palace Hotel
1926 - 1928
Architect: Sotirios Maghiasis
PROTECTED BY YPPOT
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56 Patission St (Aigyptou Square)
Karystianakis Apartment Block
1934 - 1936
Architect: Phivos Zoukis
PROTECTED BY YPEKA

50 Patission St
PROTECTED BY YPEKA

59 Patission St
Xakoustis Apartment Block
1934
Architect: Emmanouil Kriezis
PROTECTED BY YPEKA

Patission St and 2 Vasileos Irakleiou
Livieratos Building
1908 - 1909
PROTECTED BY YPPOT

54 Patission St and Metsovo
1930s
Architect: Nikos Nikolaïdis
PROTECTED BY YPEKA
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61 Patission St and Skaramanga
Papaleonardos Apartment Block
1925
Architect: Costas Kitsikis
113

Amalias Ave and Vasilissis Sophias
Old Palace - Hellenic Parliament
1836 - 1843
Friedrich von Gaertner
PROTECTED BY YPPOT

Zappeion Baths
The remains of the Zappeion Roman baths, dating
from the late 3rd century AD, displayed under
protective roofing on the south-eastern pavement of
Amalias Ave.

National Gardens
Royal Garden
1837 - 1852
PROTECTED BY YPPOT
Olympieion archaeological site
The archaeological site of the Olympieion includes the
architectural remains of the sanctuary of Olympian
Zeus, a Roman balaneion, Classical houses, an Early
Christian basilica, and a part of the city’s fortificatory
enceinte. The Gate of Hadrian has been preserved on
Amalias Ave.
Zappeion Megaron
1874-1888
François Boulanger
Theophil Hansen
PROTECTED BY YPPOT
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Sources
-- Exarchopoulos, P., 1999, ‘Μοντέρνα Αρχιτεκτονική [Modern architecture], Αφιέρωμα: Η οδός Πατησίων, Από τα Χρόνια του Όθωνα στο
2000 [Supplement: Patission St from the time of Othon to 2000], Kathimerini Epta Imeres newspaper, 28 March 1999.
-- Kasimati, M.Z. (ed.), 2010, Ερνέστος Τσίλλερ Αρχιτέκτων [Ernst Ziller, architect] (1837 - 1923), National Gallery and Alexandros Soutsos
Museum.
-- Biris, C.I., 1995, Αι Αθήναι [Athens] (1830 - 1966), Athens, Melissa.
-- Philippidis, D., 1984, Νεοελληνική Αρχιτεκτονική: Αρχιτεκτονική θεωρία και πράξη (1830 - 1980) σαν αντανάκλαση των ιδεολογικών
επιλογών της νεοελληνικής κουλτούρας [Modern Greek architecture: architectural theory as a reflection of ideological options of modern
Greek culture], Athens, Melissa.
-- Russackm H. H., 1942, Deutsche Bauen in Athen, Berlin, Wilhelm Limpert-Verlag.
-- www.eie.gr/archaeologia/gr/arxeio.aspx (Archaeology of the city of Athens)
-- www.estia.minenv.gr (Archive of traditional settlements and scheduled buildings)
-- www.listedmonuments.culture.gr (Catalogue of scheduled archeological spaces and monuments of Greece)
-- www.odysseus.culture.gr (Cultural map of Greece)
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Ground Floor

Upper Floors

Present Use Diagram

housing
informal housing
housing & offices
office - priv. services
public administration
commercial use
leisure
hotel
culture
education
hospital
manufactures
storage
vacant
5a. Detailed articulation
of land uses in the area of
intervention in April 2011
(MCP).

5b. Detailed inventory of
commerce on the ground
floor (MCP).
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5c. Detailed inventory of offices
and management on the upper
floors (MCP).
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5d. Detailed inventory of hotels (MCP).
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Legislated Uses Diagram - City of Athens
Metropolitan City Centre
Municipality City Centre
Local City Centre
General Housing
Housing
Urban Parks - Open Spaces

5f. The statutory framework in force on land uses in the broader area of intervention (MCP).

5e. Detailed inventory of recreation, education,
and culture uses (MCP).
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7. Photographic development of the elevations on Panepistimiou in the primary
area of the architectural competition from Syntagma to Omonia (MCP).

8a. Projection of the elevations on Panepistimiou in the primary area of the
architectural competition from Syntagma to Omonia (MCP).

6. Map of the objective land values (MCP)
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8b. Projection, dressing, and architectural rendering of the elevations on Panepistimiou in the primary area of
the architectural competition from Syntagma to Omonia: from Emmanouil Benaki to Harilaou Trikoupi Sts (MCP).
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8c. Projection, dressing, and architectural rendering of the elevations on Panepistimiou in the primary area
of the architectural competition from Syntagma to Omonia: from Emmanouil Benaki to Pesmatzoglou (MCP).
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9. Data for the layout of the tram line from Syntagma Square to Aigyptou Square.
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9.1 Ground plan layout
The layout has a length of approximately 2.34 km., and serves the
linear centre of Panepistimiou and Patission Sts, where beyond
local commerce, administration, services and educational uses are
concentrated. The specific corridor permits immediate change overs
to and from the Syntagma, Panepistimio, Omonia, and Viktoria
stations.
According to the routing foreseen, the platform at today›s
‹Syntagma› tram stop, is re-arranged into a central one with tracks
on either side, serving the two directions along Amalias Ave. Further
on the tram travels on the southern journey on a double set of
lines 7 metres wide along Panepistimiou St, leaving sufficient width
servicing the uses on the road sides (indicative breadth 5 metres,
which could be altered if desirable).
Given that there is central drainage and waste flow piping
on the axis of Panepistimiou and Patission Sts, the layout follows a
course which avoids displacing it.

In the section of the layout on Patission St, from
Panespistimiou to Stournari, the tram travels in an exclusive corridor
(3.5 metres in each direction), leaving between the two tracks
sufficient width to avoid covering of the sewage piping. Thereafter,
from Stournari St as far as Aigyptou Square, the two directions
converge in a single corridor, occupying a total width of 7.0 metres.
In this section, the position of the tram›s corridor is indicative and
is likely to be amended depending upon the final traffic and public
transport in the area.
Geometrical Characteristics of Layout - Horizontal alignment
Width of line: 1.435 mm
Minimum radius of curvature on horizontal alignment: 25 m
In the Plan appended, the indicative ground plan of the
layout from Syntagma Square to Aigyptou Square is shown.
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Typical Section in Panepistimiou St.

9.2 Typical Sections
Throughout the length of the route there is provision for a double
tram line in an exclusive corridor. The distance of the axis of the tram
from the border line of traffic is stipulated as a minimum of 2.00 m.
Whenever it is in counter-flow with the road traffic, the installation of
a fail-safe element within the tram corridor is required.
The separation of the tramcar from the pavement alongside
is carried out, as the case may be:
-- If there is provision for serving of the side-streets by the tramcar,
the separation is carried out either by a traversable dividing line or by
the installation of permanent cones, or by appropriate differentiation
of the road surface material, as recommended by the urban planning
design.
-- Where serving of the side-streets by the tramcar is not required,
the separation by the construction of a kerb, at a distance of 1.70 m.
from the axis of the tram is foreseen.

Tram

Typical Section in Panepistimiou St. (tram stop)

Tram

Platform

Tram

In the Plan appended, the indicative typical sections
applied in each instance throughout the length of the route are
shown. Included in this plan, with indicative distances, are the forms
the section takes throughout the width of the road occupied, from
building line to building line.

9.3 Tram Stops
The stops provided are constructed with central platforms throughout
the length of Panepistimiou St, and side platforms throughout the
length of Patission St. The width of the central platforms is set at a
minimum of 4.20 m. and of the side platforms at 2.60 m. The distance
of the axis of the tram from the edge of the platform is foreseen as
a minimum of 1.30 m. The exact distance will be determined in the
detailed design, and in the curving sections the potential outline of
the tram vehicle will be taken into account.
Beyond the ‹Syntagma› stop, there is provision for two
stops along Panepistimiou St, one on Patission St, and a terminus in
Aigyptou Square.
Geometrical Characteristics of Stops
Length of platform (recommended): 60-65 m
Required width of side platform: 2.60 m
Required width of central platform: 4.20 m
Height of platform: 0.30 m

Typical Section in Patission St.
(between Panepistimiou & Stournari Sts.)
Sidewalk

Tram

Bus lane

Tram

Sidewalk

Typical Section in Patission St. (between Stournari & Marni Sts. - side-stops)

Sidewalk
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Bus lane

Platform

Tram

Platform

Sidewalk
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10. Data on the existing and projected metro stations
10.1 The Omonia Square metro station
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10.2 The Syntagma Square metro station
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10.3 The Panepistimiou metro station
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10.4 The linkage of the Panepistimiou St metro station with the projected new metro line in Akadimias St.
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10.5 Metro lines 2, 3 and 4 in the area around Panepistimiou St.
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10.5 The existing metro lines of Athens (in gray) in relation to the projected line 4 (in colour).
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10.7 Athens master plan for a Cycle Superhighways Network
by the Organisation of Planning and Environmental Protection of Athens/
National Technical University of Athens Research Programme, conducted
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11. Photographic documentation of the area of intervention

Panepistimiou St

146

Panepistimiou St
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Korai St in the direction of Syntagma
Korai St in the direction of Omonia
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The arcade in Korai St
The Korai arcade by night
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Arcades in the broader zone of Panepistimiou, from Stadiou to Akadimias

Panepistimiou St
Stadiou St
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Stadiou St

Dikaiosynis Square on Panepistimiou St

Stadiou St and Korai
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Panepistimiou St

Omonia Square
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University of Athens

Panepistimiou metro station
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Omonia Square

Panepistimiou St

Panepistimiou St
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12. List of digital files
12. List of digital archives included on the visual disk.
Topo-ReThinkAthens.zip
s 1.1.dwg
s 1.2 geo.dwg
s 1.3 data.dwg
s 1.4 competition boundaries.dwg
s 2.jpg
s 3.1 AERIAL_top view.jpg
s 3.2 AERIAL_top view & scale.jpg
s 3.3 Panepistimiou.jpg
s 3.4 Amalias.jpg
s 3.5 Patission.jpg
s 3.6 AERIAL_birds eye.jpg
s 3.7 AERIAL_birds eye.jpg
s 3.8 AERIAL_birds eye.jpg
s 5 uses.doc
s 5 uses.dwg
s 6 En.jpg
s 6 Gr.jpg
s 7.1 Panepistimiou NE.jpg
s 7.2 Panepistimiou NE.jpg
s 7.3 Panepistimiou SW.jpg
s 7.4 Panepistimiou SW.jpg
s 7.5 Panepistimiou NE.tif
s 7.5 Panepistimiou NE.tif
s 8.1 Panepistimiou.dwg
s 8.2 Panepistimiou SW.tif
s 8.3 Panepistimiou NE.tif
s 9.1.pdf
s 9.2.pdf
9.3 ΤΕΧΝΙΚΕΣ
tram technical.pdf
ss 9.3
ΠΡΟΔΙΑΓΡΑΦΕΣ ΧΑΡΑΞΗΣ ΤΡΑΜ.pdf
s 10.1.pdf
s 10.2.pdf
s 10.3.pdf
s 10.4.pdf
s 10.5.pdf
s 10.6 new Metro Lines.pdf
s 10.7 new bike lanes.pdf
s 11 photo album
s 12 CRES climate scientific guide (in Greek)
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