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Abstract

“Act as if your maxims should serve at the same time as the universal law”
Immanuel Kant, Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals

The public space in Greece is usually neglected by the authorities and treated with indifference and hostil-
ity by the Greek citizens. As a consequence even highly sophisticated urban design often fails to produce a
public space which is functional in the long term. Omonia square is a vivid example of this case.

In order to redefine the relation between urban design and the particularities of the Greek case we propose
an approach that is based in the architectural discipline and at the same time uses tools and methodologies
borrowed from sociology and social anthropology. This interdisciplinary approach aims at providing a frame-
work which insures that Panepistimiou Street becomes a place that engages with the citizens of Athens and
at the same time redefines their relationship with the public realm.

In order to understand this relationship we have to examine the Greek mentalities that define the relation
between the collective and the individual. Socially-dispersed small land holdings in Greece has led to wide-
spread private property and housing, in contrast with the mass housing projects typically encountered in the
rest of Europe. Small land holdings historically determined a specific relation between the individual and the
state that reinforces individuality while at the same time society and the state are treated by the individual
as hostile entities.

Panepistimiou street can become a case study for the creative redefinition of this social and historical con-
vention. We divide the length of the central area of Panepistimiou Street into small pieces of land. We ask
the citizens of Athens to adopt these pieces of urban space for a four years period, through a lottery selec-
tion process which incorporates certain criteria. There will be a series of analytical regulations in the form
of a Panepistimiou Street Charter which will insure that the citizens will have very well defined rights and
obligations towards their public place.

In front of the Library, the University, and the Academy pieces of land will be offered for adoption to Greek
citizens who are recognized by their significant contribution to the arts and the sciences and will be selected
every four years by the president board of the Academy of Athens and the senate of the National University
of Athens.

Panepistimiou street offers the opportunity to establish a creative and educational process that will help
Greek citizens to reconceptualize their relationship with the social realm. Panepistimiou Street will offer the
opportunity to establish an educational process. Participating in the interpretation, transformation and main-
tenance of the public space will help the citizens of Athens to understand that by co-defining and respecting
a common set of rules and regulations they do not restrict their creativity or individual freedom but on the
contrary they insure and even reinforce them both.

The catalyst towards a new city center will be its active and responsible citizens and not its superficially
redesigned image.



Zovoyn

“Act as if your maxims should serve at the same time as the universal law”
Immanuel Kant, Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals

O dnubaiog xwpog atnv EAANGda cuyxva avTigeTwTTieTal pe adlagopia T600 aTTd TIG apXEG 600 Kal aTTd
TOUG iB10UG TOUG EAANVEG TTONITEG. ZTNV TTEPITITWON TNG EAANVIKAG KOIVWVIOG OKOUA Kal O&IOAOYEG TTPOTACEIG
TTOAE0OOUWY Kal APXITEKTOVWY OTTOTUYXAVOUV KABWG PE TO TTEPACHA TOU XPOVOU O OXEDIATUEVOG

XWPOG TTapoucialel onuadia eykataAEIYPng Kal €viovng @Bopds. XapakTnpIoTIKA TTEPITITWOTN aTTOTEAEI TO
Tapadelypa TNG véag TTAaTeiag Oudvoiag.

Mpokelyévou va eTTavaTTPOCdIOPICOUE T OXECN AVAPESO OTOV ACTIKO OXESIOONO Kal TIG IDIAITEPATNTES TNG
€AANVIKNAG KOIVWVIAG TTPOTEIVOUNE WIa TTPOCEYYIoN TTou BacdileTal o€ apyEG Kal HEBODOUG TNG APXITEKTOVIKNAG,
TNG KOIVWVIOAOYIOG Kal TNG KOIVWVIKNG avBpwTroAoyiag. H SIETIOTNPOVIKA auTh TTPOCEYYIOT OTOXEUEI OTOV
peTaoxnuUaTioud TNG 0dou MavetmoTnuiou o€ évav dnudaio Xwpo o oTToiog Ba Bonbroel Toug ABnvaioug va
ETTAVATTPOCDIOPICOUV KPITIKG TN OXECN TOUG PE TO dnudalo Bio.

Mpokeiyévou va katavorooupe Tn BabuTtepn oxéon avaueoa aTtov dNUOCIO XWEO Kal TOUG EAANVEG TTONITEG
TTPETTEI VO BOUME EAvA TIG VOOTPOTTIEG TTOU SIAUOPPWVOUV TN OXECN AVANEST OTO ISIWTIKO Kal TO GUAAOYIKO.
Q¢ yvwoTév n diactropd NG 1610KTNCIOG OTA HECAiIA OTPWHATA 08rynoE oTNV TTEPITITWoN TNG EAAGDAG o€
EKTETOPEVN IBIOKATOIKNON O€ AVTIOEON PE TO KABEOTWG TNG PACIKAG KATOIKIAG XAPAKTNPIOTIKO TNG SUTIKAG
Eupwting. H kKoIvwvIKr 81a0TTopd TNG PIKPAG IBI0KTNOIAG SIOMOP@QWVEl OTNV TTEPITITwOoN TG EAAGdAG pia
€I0IKA ox€on avAapeoa oTo ATOPO KAl TNV KOIVWVIa. Z€ auTh OQEIAETaI N €VTOVN ATOMIKOTATA TTOU XAPOKTNPICE!
TOUG €AANVEG TTOANITEG OAAG Kal N HEIWPEVN KOIVWVIKI OUVEIdnonN.

H mmpoTaon pag yia Tnv 000 MNavemoTnuiou oToxeUEl o€ £vav ETTAVATTPOCOIOPICHO TNG TTAPATIAVW
KOIVWVIKAG Kal I0TOPIKAG ouvBNKNG. MpoTeivoue Tov €TTIPEPIOUO TNG KEVTPIKNG TTEPIOXNAS TNG 080U
MavemmoTnuiou o€ pIKP& KOPUATIA SI00TACEWY 4 PETPWY TTAGTOUG £TTi 12 péTpwyv Prkous. KaAoUpe oTn
OuVEXEIa Toug TTOAITEG TNG ABAVAG va UIOBETACOUV Ta ETTIHEPOUG AUTA TUAMATA TOU dNUOCIOU XWEOU PECW
aVvOIXTAG TTPOOKANCNG KAl KAPwaong n oTroia Ba evOwPaTWVEl CUYKEKPIPEVA KPITAPIA. MpoTeivoupe pia
oeIpd avaAUTIKWV KAVOVIOUWY HE TN Joper Jiag XdpTag Tng MavetmoTtnuiou n otroia Ba opifel e akpipeia
Ta SIKAIWPATA KAl TIG UTTOXPEWOEIG TWV TTOAITWY ATTEVAVTI OTO KOPUATI TOU dnudCIou Xwpeou To 0TToio Ba
uioBeToUv. H TTepiodog ui0Beaiag Twy TUNUATWY TOU ACTIKOU XwpPou Ba gival TEoogpa Xpovida.

MTtrpooTd oTnv TpIAoyia TG BiBAI0BRAKNG, Tou MavetmoTnuiou Kal TG Akadnuiag Ta TUAUATa Tou dnuoaiou
Xwpou Ba TTpoc@EépovTal yia uloBeaia ae EAANVES TTONITEG TTOU €xouV DIAKPIBEI yIa TNV TTPOCPOPA TOUG OTIG
TEXVEG KaI Ta ypdupaTa. H Aoy Toug Ba yivetal avd Tpia xpdvia atrd Tnv oUykAnTo Tou MNavemmoTtnuiou
Kal TNV Akadnuia ABnvwv.

H 006¢ MavetmoTtnuiou PTropei Ye Tov TPOTTo auTd Va AEIToUpyRoEl wg eKTTAIOEUTIKA Sl1adIKaaia n OTToia
OTOXEUEI OTOV ETTAVATTPOCSIOPIOUS TNG OXE0NG TwV EANAVWY TTONITWYV e Tov dnuoaio Bio. H Tapammdvw
diadikacia Ba BonBrRoel aTnv alAayr] TNG vooTPoTTiag Twv EAARVWY TTOAITWY, deixvovTag 0TI 0 0EBacOg
TWV VOPWY Kal Tou dnuoaiou Xwpou Oev TTEPIoPICel TN dnUIoUPYIKOTNTA A TNV eAcuBepia aAAdG avTiBeTa
dlao@aAicel kal evioxUel Kal TIG dUO.



The Panepistimiou Street Charter

1. The rights and obligations of the adoptive citizens will be analytically determined through a series of
regulations that takes the form of a Charter. The Panepistimiou Street Charter pays homage at the Athens
Charter by Le Corbusier. The aim of the Charter is to define the citizens’ rights and obligations towards the
public space not as imposed restrictions but as well designed common agreements. The Panepistimiou
street Charter will insure that the adoptive citizens will be able to express their own individuality respecting
the individuality of the others and insure a collectivity which is functional and stimulating at the same time.

2. The small land holdings will be adopted for a period of four (4) years by a citizen of Athens or by a non-
profit organization through lottery. The lottery process will incorporate certain criteria. Every citizen or non
profit organization willing to adopt a small land holding in Panepistimiou Street has to submit a statement of
purpose describing why they are interested in participating in the Panepistimiou Street Project. These state-
ments will be evaluated by a committee.

3. The committee who will be responsible for evaluating the statements of purpose will be constituted by
five members. One member of the committee will be commissioned by the Ministry of the Environment,
Energy and Climate Change, one will be assigned by the Municipality of Athens, one by the School of Archi-
tecture of the National Technical University of Athens, one by the School of Law, Economics and Political
Sciences of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and one by the Academy of Athens.

4. The pavement of the adopted spaces will be made out of concrete. The adoptive citizens of non profit
organizations will have their name engraved in the pavement of the adopted public place for the four year
period of the adoption. The adoptive citizens or non profit organizations will also have the right to engrave
into the pavement a personal quote.

5. Every adopted urban place will have a seat in the form of a household couch made out of concrete.
6. In both sides of the streets we keep a lane of four (4) meters width as a typical pedestrian walk.

7. The cafeterias and restaurants across the street will be able to use part of this pedestrian walk as is the
usually case in the Greek cities.

8. Each citizen or non-profit organization will have the right to organize non commercial events that take
place in the adopted public place three times a year after informing the Municipality of Athens for the dates
of the events.

9. The citizens will also have the right to install certain additional constructions in predetermined places in
their pubic space such as urban furniture, small shelters or pieces of art for the four years period of their
space adoption. All the additional constructions will be paid by the citizens and will de designed and pro-
duced in collaboration with a workshop staffed with architects, industrial designers and technicians ap-
pointed by the Municipality of Athens and the School of Architecture in the National Technical University of
Athens.

10. An adoptive citizen or non-profit organization does not have the right to forbid the free pedestrian cir-
culation throughout the adopted land holding, except the days of the events that take place in the adopted
public space.

11. An adoptive citizen or non-profit organization does not have the right to forbid the public use of the con-
crete seat in the adopted land holding, except the days of the events that take place in the adopted public
space.

12. Every adoptive citizen or non-profit organization has the right to be present and active in the adopted
public space without any restriction or control apart from the generally defined legality.

13. Panepistimiou street and Patision Street have now two arrows of trees. All the healthy trees will remain
in place and more trees of the same species will be planted in order to supplement the same arrows. Every
adopted urban place will have a tree. Each citizen will be responsible for the tree in his or her public place.



14. The adoptive citizens or non-profit organizations will hold a high supervision on their land holding insur-
ing the maintenance and the general quality of their public space.

Cultural background and future prospects

We believe that Panepistimiou street will work as an educational process for the Greek citizens, a process
that will help them redefine their relationship with the public space. The engravement of the adoptive citi-
zens’ name will expose the individuals in the eyes of the community enforcing the sense of the responsibil-
ity of the individual towards the collective.

In traditional Greek agricultural society, individuals would take care of the public space such as the village
square or a village’s street. Members of the community would have the chance to offer an urban infrastruc-
ture in the form of a donation to the community. Fountains, public faucets, sculptures, pavements, trees
were some of the urban infrastructure offered by specific individuals in the form of donations to the com-
munity. Part of this process that reinforced the relation between the individual and the collective was the
engravement of his or her name, so that the community remembers the donation and honors the donator.
The Panepistimiou project reinterprets this tradition in a contemporary way.

Greek society is a hybrid between tradition and hyper-modernity. We can assume that behaviors towards
the public space are shaped through this particular social and historical convention. We believe that this
can lead to the transformation of the Greek attitude towards the city and the elaboration of a strong civic
culture for the citizens of Athens.

Omonia Square

Omonia square is the most important traffic hub of Athens. The electric railway and metro station occupy
the whole underground area. Thousands of people travel everyday through the city using Omonia square
as a crossing point. Until now the dynamism of this crossing point is completely hidden while thousands of
people spend some time everyday underground walking or waiting for their train in low ceiling spaces. Hid-
ing the real function of Omonia and trying nostalgically to create a traditional square in the form of a 19th
century urban plaza will always fail to face the case of Omonia. We propose to uncover the whole area and
transform the underground railway and metro station to an open space. This way we provide the citizens
of Athens with an open air metro station in the heart of the city. Omonia square will be successful when we
respect its true power, the thousands of citizens who travel everyday throughout the city highlighting this
contemporary urban factor.

We propose the same in the case of Korai street uncovering the entrance to the metro station across the
building of Panepistimio.

Urban infrastructures
For the urban infrastructure such as kiosks, tram stations and urban lighting system we are willing to work

with another team of architects that will be chosen by the competition committee and that focuses on this
particular aspect of Panepistimiou project.
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RETHINK ATHENS : TOWARDS A NEW CITY CENTER

re

I ’ think
Athens

MY NAME IS FOTIS VOULINOS
I BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF PEOPLE
NOT IN AUTHORITIES

TODAY I ADOPTED MY PUBLIC PLACE
AND I WROTE
MY FAVORITE QUOTE ON IT

VY"* n
W

MY NAME IS SPYROS DELOGLOUV
I ADOPTED THE URBAN PLACE
IN FRONT OF MY APARTMENT

MY NAME IS DALIA CHATZIALEXANDROU
I BOUGHT A GREAT PIECE OF ART
FOR MY PUBLIC PLACE.

ENJOY IT!

I AM PROUD TO TAKE CARE
OF THE TREE IN MY PUBLIC PLACE

venawes
for retus\n\g
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by your \ntexors

MY NAME IS AGGELIKI IOAKEIMIDOU
TONIGHT AT 21.00 MY BIRTHDAY PARTY
WILL TAKE PLACE AT MY PUBLIC PLACE
IN FRONT OF THE CAFETERIA I WORK IN

.

FOT\S VOLLNOS \‘:'

OUBOULIA AMPATZIDOU l
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