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Abstract

“Act as if your maxims should serve at the same time as the universal law”
Immanuel Kant, Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals

The public space in Greece is usually neglected by the authorities and treated with indifference and hostil-
ity by the Greek citizens. As a consequence even highly sophisticated urban design often fails to produce a 
public space which is functional in the long term. Omonia square is a vivid example of this case. 

In order to redefine the relation between urban design and the particularities of the Greek case we propose 
an approach that is based in the architectural discipline and at the same time uses tools and methodologies 
borrowed from sociology and social anthropology. This interdisciplinary approach aims at providing a frame-
work which insures that Panepistimiou Street becomes a place that engages with the citizens of Athens and 
at the same time redefines their relationship with the public realm.

In order to understand this relationship we have to examine the Greek mentalities that define the relation 
between the collective and the individual. Socially-dispersed small land holdings in Greece has led to wide-
spread private property and housing, in contrast with the mass housing projects typically encountered in the 
rest of Europe. Small land holdings historically determined a specific relation between the individual and the 
state that reinforces individuality while at the same time society and the state are treated by the individual 
as hostile entities. 

Panepistimiou street can become a case study for the creative redefinition of this social and historical con-
vention. We divide the length of the central area of Panepistimiou Street into small pieces of land. We ask 
the citizens of Athens to adopt these pieces of urban space for a four years period, through a lottery selec-
tion process which incorporates certain criteria. There will be a series of analytical regulations in the form 
of a Panepistimiou Street Charter which will insure that the citizens will have very well defined rights and 
obligations towards their public place. 

In front of the Library, the University, and the Academy pieces of land will be offered for adoption to Greek 
citizens who are recognized by their significant contribution to the arts and the sciences and will be selected 
every four years by the president board of the Academy of Athens and the senate of the National University 
of Athens.   

Panepistimiou street offers the opportunity to establish a creative and educational process that will help 
Greek citizens to reconceptualize their relationship with the social realm. Panepistimiou Street will offer the 
opportunity to establish an educational process. Participating in the interpretation, transformation and main-
tenance of the public space will help the citizens of Athens to understand that by co-defining and respecting 
a common set of rules and regulations they do not restrict their creativity or individual freedom but on the 
contrary they insure and even reinforce them both. 

The catalyst towards a new city center will be its active and responsible citizens and not its superficially 
redesigned image.



Σύνοψη

“Act as if your maxims should serve at the same time as the universal law”
Immanuel Kant, Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals

Ο δημόσιος χώρος στην Ελλάδα συχνά αντιμετωπίζεται με αδιαφορία τόσο από τις αρχές όσο και από 
τους ίδιους τους έλληνες πολίτες. Στην περίπτωση της ελληνικής κοινωνίας ακόμα και αξιόλογες προτάσεις 
πολεοδόμων και αρχιτεκτόνων αποτυγχάνουν καθώς με το πέρασμα του χρόνου ο σχεδιασμένος 
χώρος παρουσιάζει σημάδια εγκατάλειψης και έντονης φθοράς. Χαρακτηριστική περίπτωση αποτελεί το 
παράδειγμα της νέας πλατείας Ομόνοιας.

Προκειμένου να επαναπροσδιορίσουμε τη σχέση ανάμεσα στον αστικό σχεδιασμό και τις ιδιαιτερότητες της 
ελληνικής κοινωνίας προτείνουμε μια προσέγγιση που βασίζεται σε αρχές και μεθόδους της αρχιτεκτονικής, 
της κοινωνιολογίας και της κοινωνικής ανθρωπολογίας. Η διεπιστημονική αυτή προσέγγιση στοχεύει στον 
μετασχηματισμό της οδού Πανεπιστημίου σε έναν δημόσιο χώρο ο οποίος θα βοηθήσει τους Αθηναίους να 
επαναπροσδιορίσουν κριτικά τη σχέση τους με το δημόσιο βίο.

Προκειμένου να κατανοήσουμε τη βαθύτερη σχέση ανάμεσα στον δημόσιο χώρο και τους έλληνες πολίτες 
πρέπει να δούμε ξανά τις νοοτροπίες που διαμορφώνουν τη σχέση ανάμεσα στο ιδιωτικό και το συλλογικό. 
Ως γνωστόν η διασπορά της ιδιοκτησίας στα μεσαία στρώματα οδήγησε στην περίπτωση της Ελλάδας σε 
εκτεταμένη ιδιοκατοίκηση σε αντίθεση με το καθεστώς της μαζικής κατοικίας χαρακτηριστικό της δυτικής 
Ευρώπης. Η κοινωνική διασπορά της μικρής ιδιοκτησίας διαμορφώνει στην περίπτωση της Ελλάδας μια 
ειδική σχέση ανάμεσα στο άτομο και την κοινωνία. Σε αυτή οφείλεται η έντονη ατομικότητα που χαρακτηρίζει 
τους έλληνες πολίτες αλλά και η μειωμένη κοινωνική συνείδηση.

Η πρότασή μας για την οδό Πανεπιστημίου στοχεύει σε έναν επαναπροσδιορισμό της παραπάνω 
κοινωνικής και ιστορικής συνθήκης. Προτείνουμε τον επιμερισμό της κεντρικής περιοχής της οδού 
Πανεπιστημίου σε μικρά κομμάτια διαστάσεων 4 μέτρων πλάτους επί 12 μέτρων μήκους. Καλούμε στη 
συνέχεια τους πολίτες της Αθήνας να υιοθετήσουν τα επιμέρους αυτά τμήματα του δημοσίου χώρου μέσω 
ανοιχτής πρόσκλησης και κλήρωσης η οποία θα ενσωματώνει συγκεκριμένα κριτήρια. Προτείνουμε μια 
σειρά αναλυτικών κανονισμών με τη μορφή μιας Χάρτας της Πανεπιστημίου η οποία θα ορίζει με ακρίβεια 
τα δικαιώματα και τις υποχρεώσεις των πολιτών απέναντι στο κομμάτι του δημόσιου χώρου το οποίο θα 
υιοθετούν. Η περίοδος υιοθεσίας των τμημάτων του αστικού χώρου θα είναι τέσσερα χρόνια. 

Μπροστά στην τριλογία της Βιβλιοθήκης, του Πανεπιστημίου και της Ακαδημίας τα τμήματα του  δημοσίου 
χώρου θα προσφέρονται για υιοθεσία σε έλληνες πολίτες που έχουν διακριθεί για την προσφορά τους στις 
τέχνες και τα γράμματα. Η επιλογή τους θα γίνεται ανά τρία χρόνια από την σύγκλητο του Πανεπιστημίου 
και την Ακαδημία Αθηνών. 

Η οδός Πανεπιστημίου μπορεί με τον τρόπο αυτό να λειτουργήσει ως εκπαιδευτική διαδικασία η οποία 
στοχεύει στον επαναπροσδιορισμό της σχέσης των ελλήνων πολιτών με τον δημόσιο βίο. Η παραπάνω 
διαδικασία θα βοηθήσει στην αλλαγή της νοοτροπίας των ελλήνων πολιτών, δείχνοντας ότι ο σεβασμός 
των νόμων και του δημόσιου χώρου δεν περιορίζει τη δημιουργικότητα ή την ελευθερία αλλά αντίθετα 
διασφαλίζει και ενισχύει και τις δύο. 



The Panepistimiou Street Charter

1. The rights and obligations of the adoptive citizens will be analytically determined through a series of 
regulations that takes the form of a Charter. The Panepistimiou Street Charter pays homage at the Athens 
Charter by Le Corbusier. The aim of the Charter is to define the citizens’ rights and obligations towards the 
public space not as imposed restrictions but as well designed common agreements. The Panepistimiou 
street Charter will insure that the adoptive citizens will be able to express their own individuality respecting 
the individuality of the others and insure a collectivity which is functional and stimulating at the same time.

2. The small land holdings will be adopted for a period of four (4) years by a citizen of Athens or by a non-
profit organization through lottery. The lottery process will incorporate certain criteria. Every citizen or non 
profit organization willing to adopt a small land holding in Panepistimiou Street has to submit a statement of 
purpose describing why they are interested in participating in the Panepistimiou Street Project. These state-
ments will be evaluated by a committee. 

3. The committee who will be responsible for evaluating the statements of purpose will be constituted by 
five members. One member of the committee will be commissioned by the Ministry of the Environment, 
Energy and Climate Change, one will be assigned by the Municipality of Athens, one by the School of Archi-
tecture of the National Technical University of Athens, one by the School of Law, Economics and Political 
Sciences of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and one by the Academy of Athens.  

4. The pavement of the adopted spaces will be made out of concrete. The adoptive citizens of non profit 
organizations will have their name engraved in the pavement of the adopted public place for the four year 
period of the adoption. The adoptive citizens or non profit organizations will also have the right to engrave 
into the pavement a personal quote.

5. Every adopted urban place will have a seat in the form of a household couch made out of concrete. 

6. In both sides of the streets we keep a lane of four (4) meters width as a typical pedestrian walk.

7. The cafeterias and restaurants across the street will be able to use part of this pedestrian walk as is the 
usually case in the Greek cities. 

8. Each citizen or non-profit organization will have the right to organize non commercial events that take 
place in the adopted public place three times a year after informing the Municipality of Athens for the dates 
of the events.

9. The citizens will also have the right to install certain additional constructions in predetermined places in 
their pubic space such as urban furniture, small shelters or pieces of art for the four years period of their 
space adoption. All the additional constructions will be paid by the citizens and will de designed and pro-
duced in collaboration with a workshop staffed with architects, industrial designers and technicians ap-
pointed by the Municipality of Athens and the School of Architecture in the National Technical University of 
Athens. 

10. An adoptive citizen or non-profit organization does not have the right to forbid the free pedestrian cir-
culation throughout the adopted land holding, except the days of the events that take place in the adopted 
public space.

11. An adoptive citizen or non-profit organization does not have the right to forbid the public use of the con-
crete seat in the adopted land holding, except the days of the events that take place in the adopted public 
space.

12. Every adoptive citizen or non-profit organization has the right to be present and active in the adopted 
public space without any restriction or control apart from the generally defined legality.

13. Panepistimiou street and Patision Street have now two arrows of trees. All the healthy trees will remain 
in place and more trees of the same species will be planted in order to supplement the same arrows. Every 
adopted urban place will have a tree. Each citizen will be responsible for the tree in his or her public place. 



14. The adoptive citizens or non-profit organizations will hold a high supervision on their land holding insur-
ing the maintenance and the general quality of their public space.

Cultural background and future prospects

We believe that Panepistimiou street will work as an educational process for the Greek citizens, a process 
that will help them redefine their relationship with the public space. The engravement of the adoptive citi-
zens’ name will expose the individuals in the eyes of the community enforcing the sense of the responsibil-
ity of the individual towards the collective. 

In traditional Greek agricultural society, individuals would take care of the public space such as the village 
square or a village’s street. Members of the community would have the chance to offer an urban infrastruc-
ture in the form of a donation to the community. Fountains, public faucets, sculptures, pavements, trees 
were some of the urban infrastructure offered by specific individuals in the form of donations to the com-
munity. Part of this process that reinforced the relation between the individual and the collective was the 
engravement of his or her name, so that the community remembers the donation and honors the donator. 
The Panepistimiou project reinterprets this tradition in a contemporary way.

Greek society is a hybrid between tradition and hyper-modernity. We can assume that behaviors towards 
the public space are shaped through this particular social and historical convention. We believe that this 
can lead to the transformation of the Greek attitude towards the city and the elaboration of a strong civic 
culture for the citizens of Athens.

Omonia Square 

Omonia square is the most important traffic hub of Athens. The electric railway and metro station occupy 
the whole underground area. Thousands of people travel everyday through the city using Omonia square 
as a crossing point. Until now the dynamism of this crossing point is completely hidden while thousands of 
people spend some time everyday underground walking or waiting for their train in low ceiling spaces. Hid-
ing the real function of Omonia and trying nostalgically to create a traditional square in the form of a 19th 
century urban plaza will always fail to face the case of Omonia. We propose to uncover the whole area and 
transform the underground railway and metro station to an open space. This way we provide the citizens 
of Athens with an open air metro station in the heart of the city. Omonia square will be successful when we 
respect its true power, the thousands of citizens who travel everyday throughout the city highlighting this 
contemporary urban factor. 

We propose the same in the case of Korai street uncovering the entrance to the metro station across the 
building of Panepistimio. 

Urban infrastructures

For the urban infrastructure such as kiosks, tram stations and urban lighting system we are willing to work 
with another team of architects that will be chosen by the competition committee and that focuses on this 
particular aspect of Panepistimiou project. 










	A3RethinkAthens-KM11223344-5
	A3RethinkAthens-KM11223344-1
	A3RethinkAthens-KM11223344-2
	A3RethinkAthens-KM11223344-3
	A3RethinkAthens-KM11223344-4



